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« « « o The regular monthly Board meet-
ing of Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries Commission
was held on Tuesday, July 22, 1975, at 10:00
o'clock a.m. at the Wild Life and Fisheries Build-
ing, 400 Royal Street, New Orleans, Louisiana,
Harvey Clay Luttrell, Chairman, presiding. e o e

PRESENT WERE:

HARVEY CLAY LUTTRELL; Chairman
DOYLE G, BERRY; Vice Chairman
JERRY JONEs; Member

JIMMIE THOMPSON; Meﬁber

DONALD WILLE; Member

J. BURTON ANGELLE, Director

.-...-———q——

1. Approval of minutes of May 23 1975. (9)

DR LYLE ST, AMANT

2, Request of William D; Hunter for permit to (19)
remove 22 »000 cubic yards of £111
material from Bayou Teche where it
.fronts his property for improvement to

I3
his property west of Patterson, St., Mary
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Parish' Louisiana. ' ) -

3.. Request for renewal of permit by Mississippi
River Materials, Inc. to dredge sand
material from the Migsissippi River in -
the vicinity of Mile 71.0 between Mile
70.26 and Mile 51 57 AHP Plaquemines
Parish, Louisiana.

4, Renuest of Sidney F. Diez for renewal of
pormit expiring July 30, 1975, to remove
£fill material from the Amite River
approxima 1y 3/4 miles west of Port
VincentéBridge, Ascension Parish;
Louisia&a.

5. Renuest by Lambert Gravel Company; Inc. for
permit to remove sand and gravel from
the Mississippi at Profit Island in East
Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana,

6. Reﬁuest hy Laks'Providance Dredging Company
for permit to remove sand and gravel from
the Mississippi Riyer at Willow Cutoff,
Mile 463 to Mile 461 AHP and at Fitler
Bend; Mile 477.7 to Mile 478.2 AHP.

MR. HARRY SCHAFER

(20)

(22)

(23)

(25)
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7. Closing those "State Seed Ground" areas that (27)
: are to be utilized as shell planting
areas (Sister Lake and portion of Back
Bay) .

8. Schedule the opening and duration of opening (gg;
of "Oyster Seed Reservation" and pre- |
vious shell‘plant areas (Bay Junop and
éay Gar dene) . | | |

9. oOpening of oysﬁer.season in Calcasieu Lake.’ (35)

10. Discussion of spécial bait season. (41)

MR. RICHARD YAN’CEY |

11. Consider eséablighing alligator season in (45)
Caﬁeron; Vermilion and Calcasieu
'Parishesf'

12. Establish 19?5~76 hunting éeason dates for (125)
doves; rails; snipe, gallinules, teal,
-woodcock and'any other upland migratory
game species.

13. Request from Catahoula Parish Police Jury. (122)

14. Request on Loggy Bayou Wildlife Management (10)
Area.

15. Recommendations on hunting seasons, ratify (122)
and/or reconsider.
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MR. KENNETH SMITH
16; Consider bids on fish holding shed at - (136)

Beechwood Hatchery; |
i?.» Discussion of Lake Bisﬁineau regulations; | (161)

OTHER BUSINESS

183, Set date for August meeting. ‘ (142)

NOTE: The following items not shown on the printed

agenda were also considered.

Introduction of guests. (5;
: ' o 124)
Mitigation lands, Concordia Parish (Mr. (7)
 Williams)

{See élso iéem "Falkenheiner

resolutions".)
Memorial resolution, Dan Greene. (?gs)
Lake Bistineau drawdown, o (138)
Falkheiner resolutions re pumping plant; (145)

Concordia Parish, anq channel enlargement |
Bayod Cocodrie; mitigation~1ands;
Concordia Parish.

Extension of shrimp season in certain areas. |[(149)

Remarks of Francis Braud (Louisiana Wildlife |(160)

Federation) re actions at recent
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session of State Legislature.

Sea Robin Pipeline remedial wsrk (discussed

in Commission meeting of July 1; 1975) .,

Discussion of élligator season pressure 1nv
pafishes other than Cameron, Vgrmilion
and Calcasiecu - Mr., Ted O'Neil,

Adjournment.

CHAIRMAN LUTTRELL: Ladies and gentlemen

we are going to .start the meetipg, but we have
soﬁe people with us this morning beforé we start’
the meeting that I want to Introduce,

We have a special friend here, young
Mr, Cook, Would you stand, sir?

And of course his mother came along to
see Mr, Cook behaved himself and wrote in his
articles just exactly what we want!

Mike is here with us, and we are always
glad to have him, when he agrees with us and glad

to have him when he disagrees with us.

o2e
Vo9
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We also have with us this morqing_some
distinguished guests, and I.Qill ask.Mr} Allen
Ensminger to introduce our guests from the Interior
Dgpartment; R

MR. ENS&INGER: We have Rick Parsons,
down at the far end there, from Washingtoﬁ, b. C..,
in the branch of law énforcement; Fred Williams
from the Atlénta office, U, 8. Fish and wildlife
Service; and Don Pfister, also fromlﬁhe office in
At lanta; and Joe Ruzze (ﬁhohetic spelling) is the
agent in chargg here in New Orieans,

DIRECTO% ANGELLE: >Allen,'would you tell
them Fred William; is forme?ly from Breiux Bridge?
Ign't that right, Fred?

MR. FRED WILLIAMS: That's right!

THE CHAIRMAN: wait a minute! I don't
know of anybody else fr&m'Breaux Br idge!

| MR . WILtE: I am glad someﬁody made gqo&!

THE éHAIRMAN: And we have with us also -
a very distinguished former member of the Commig—
sion. I will ask Mr. Jones td introduce him and
say what you want to about him, as ldng as it is

good.

8238
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MR . JONES:. We have with us ﬁr._John 
Péul Crane, who served as;a member of this,Commis;
gion for many years, and as all of_you know, he_is
an individual who has been interested in the alli-
gator business for a long time.

We also ha&e with us Frankie Henry from
cameron parish, formér presideﬁt of the police juryl,
and Roland Trosclair, who is the president of the
police jury of Cameron Parish now. We have another
fellow really from Camerén-but he lives in New
ereans, whose name is Roger Vinceht with the Miami
Corporation. You all know'they-cooperated exten-
sively with the alligatpr research and bringing
-the'alligator back.

MR. BERRY: It looks to me like Cameron
is shut down this morning!

THE CHAIRMAN: Now we have in the audi-
ence-a Mr. Ronnie Williams, and I purposely.left
him to last to introduce him because I thought he
might have a.commen;~or-two he would want to make
about Bayou Cocodrie, if he céres to. Mr. Willianms|.

MR, WILLIAMS: Mr. Luttrell, I think it

has becomefapparent at this time that the mitigation

&6 .
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iands in Concordia Parish have come to sort of a
standstill but'the local government and people
there are very much behind it and ére putting pres:_
suré where pressure is deserved on our Sena£ors
and COngresSmeﬂ in Washington and also in Vicksburg
for money to be set aside for this purpose. You
know, they have.workea with us up to a point angd
then all of a sudden they cut us off, saying-the
money is not there for the lands.
At this ti;e‘the hitig;tion lands are at

'a standstill in Concordia Pafish and we do appré-
éiate your support in this an%ﬁyour interest in
the mitigation 1an%s. |

| THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, and we can
assure you that we are giving you all the help and
we have been doing sbme pushing. I have been doih#
some telephone calling to our Congressional dele-
gation and haYe some promises, but if those prom-
ises'arevnot any-better'than the promises have been
from 1965 until today, we still haven 't accomplished
anything but I ;m‘hoping that.you will sée in the
1976 budget money for this land and I have some |

reason to be hopeful that it will be there. Thank

.% 4
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you, Mr. Williams.

Now, have I left out anyone?

If not, I would like as our first item
of business ask if there are any corrections on
the minutes, or dq I have a motion that they staﬁd
approved as written?

MR, JONES:' So move. )

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Jones that
the minutes stand aéproved as published. Do I havi
a second? |

MR. WILLE: Second.

THE-CHA;RMAN: Mr. Wille seconds. Those
in favor say aye.‘

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: The ayes have it. So
ordered.

Now I have a reqqest to change the format
of the agenda so that two young men can get.back on
the job, and I see no reason not ‘t.o bring Item 14
up before Item 2. If I have no objeétions from
the COmmissién, I-will ask tha£ the two gentlemeq
come forward tc discuss the Loggy Baybu Management

Area. For the recorxd, please state your name and

89
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who you represent.-

MR. RAYMOND: My name is Eddie Raymond
and I represent the Bow Hunters Haven Archery Club
of New Orleans, Xenner and the immediate meﬁropoli—
tan areé, plus ; am representing the LFAA and NFAA
also today. |

our request.is that, if possible,_we
understand there will be a £w0~day gun season
established in the Loggy Bayou Game Reser§e Area
which for the past few yéars has been strictly a
bow-hunting game reser?e a#cluding‘squirrel hunting
and rabbif hunting. It is not exactly a gripe
becéuse 80 percent of us are gun hunters, anyway,
but we feel that the game that is there at the
present time is too small for gun hunting. We
understand that next year they.will have more area
to hunt in'gnd we would have to bow out and we
wouldn't have any aggument whether they established
a gun season in this game reserve, anyway.

We just ask that this particular year
the two-day gun season would not be established
and the game reserve would be closely looked at

this year before any kind of decision would be made

§é5@ . . .
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for nexﬁ year's establishment of a gun season.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much. Are
there any comments? Any qqestions?_.

MR. WILLE: Mr. Chairman, being from that
area and being familiar with that particular game
r§serve, I am in complete agreement with him that
I think the reéerve #t the present time is too |
small for gun-hunting. Therefore, I am goingkto
make a motion that we strike the two-day gun hunt
from the Loggy Bayou Areé.

THE CHAIRMAN: If 1 undefstood you cor;
rectly, you moved thaﬁ we agree with the people on
théir wishes as.tb Loggy Ba&ou Area.

MR. WILLE: That is correct, Mr. Chairman

THE CHAIRMAN: Any other discussion?

MR. THOMPSO&? You don't have a second
on that yet.

Mﬁ.!BERRY;, Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr.
Wille and seconded by Mr. Berry.

MR. BERRY: I might séy this, in my
second, which I think will concu£ with what Mr.

Thompson is fixing to day, for this one year I am

.

g@q,l HELEN R. DI!_ETRICH, INC., the complete convention service in new orléa.ns



12

£o yield tovtheSe bow—hunéeré, but next yeaf I
think it will be a different ball game.

 MR. THOMPSON: Mr. chairman; I am not
going to yield. I see no juétification for a
épecial-season for any special interest groups in
lthe Staﬁe of Louisiana; me being one of those
lspecial interest peoﬁle kind of gives me a position
to talk. I would like to point out several things,
that the bow-hunter has 20-scme odd game ﬁanagement
areas where no gun huntiﬁg ié allowed and I don't
know the exact number of déys. perhaps at this
time I ought to éall and ask Dick Yancey if he can
give me the biological infofmation in regard to
this.hunt and point out these things tha; would
more or less lét us base our deeision on the vote.

MR. YANCEY: Well, from the biological
sfandpoint, hunting bucks only with guns for two
days is not géing to hurt that deér herd on.the
Loggy Bayou Game‘Manégément Area. _fhe aréhery
season would open prior to that on aBoﬁt‘0ctoberfl
and the archers would have the exclusive use-of -
that area for deer hunting purpoées aﬁd they would

be hunting does as well as bucks right up until the

Be
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two-day guﬂ Hunt is held. If the two?day éun hunt’
Aon bucks only did huft that deer herd, this would
be the first time in history that this had occurred

Now here in_Louiéiana the archers are
given a.very, very léngthy statewide archery season
taking deer of both sexes, beginning about October

1 and running on up t§ January 11; and they are
allowed to hunt on all these game managemeﬁt areas
up until the gun season starts. Additionally, we’
are now in the process of ciosing the purchase of
an additional thousand acres to be added to the
Loggy Bayou Game.Management Area and we expect that
that transaction will be coﬁpleted prior to the
opening.of tﬁat gun season.

At the time this trac£ of land was bought'
no consideration was given to the fact that one
particular type of hunter would be given exclusive
uée of that particular game manaéement area.or any
other game management area. These game management
areas were boﬁght for all the hunters; regardless
of what type of ggér they use. Now~most of then
are open to muzzleloaders, they are open to rifles,

they are open to archery, they are open to whatever

2228
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£hey want to use, if it is a legal weapon.. This is
the only game management area we have where the
‘hunting for the past couple of years has been
restricted to only one type of_gear. We feel frdm
a biological standpoint that the regulation that
has already been established by the Commission is
. sound and it is not gbing to hurt the deer herd.
It is not going to impose any grea£ restriction on
the aréhers because they will have the oppo;tunity
to go in there in ad&ancé of thé gun hunters. We
will have to admit that there will érobabiy be a
crowd of peopile in there during.the gun season but
we have this same condition-that exists on these
other game management areas. We have had as high
as 11,000 people on one of thesé game management
areas on oné date so we do have that problem, but
that is a people problem.. From the standpoint of
the deer herd‘that two-day buck hunt only with a
gun is not going to hurt the deer herd, in our
opinion. If it does, We can always come back later
and'adjuét that;

THE CHAIRMAN: _Thank you, Mr. Yéncey.

MR. WILLE: Just a moment, Mr. Yancey.

689 :
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Do you feel that by opening two days of gun that
the deer will be worth bow-hunting aftér that?

MR. YANCEY: I sure do. The'bow—hunte?
is allowed to take deer of both sexes. This gun
huﬁt is limited to bucks only.

MR, WILLE: The does won't get excited
having all those'~— ‘

MR. YANCEY: No, they sure won't,

MR. WILLE:" ﬁell, I am going to tell you
what, biologicaliy your feaéoning is very sound,

I have a stack of letters  in there ébout‘this high
(indicating) from the Shreveport-Bossier area; and
the Commission can go ahe&d.and make the decision
and 1f they want to vote me down, they can; but you
all will go back to Baton Rouge.and Breaux Bridge
and Alexandria and Morg;n City and Cameron and Don
Wilie has got to go back to Bossier City! So; cocn-~
sequently, I am going to stick to my guné on this
thing, all right? Thank you.

THE CHAlRMAN: Don, let me.make a comment

MR. WfLiE: I am sorry, Mr, Clay, I forgot
Buckeye! ’

THE CHAIRMAN: Clay Luttrell up at

®

0069
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Alé#andrié gets a lof of telephone éallg and I
could have brought down some letters also; asking
tﬁis same provision, so you afe not ﬁhe only one
that is getting some presspre on giving these
people an exclusive area to hunt. I foresee that
if we do do this, we are going to be askéd to make
Saline Game Managemeﬁt Area an exciusiQe area for
gun hunters only and perhaps severai others; so‘

I can't -- any other discussion?

MR. JONES: Move the Question.

MR, THOMPSON: I said digcussioﬁ before-
you said youvmoie} I want to tell you one thing.
We sald last year that oncé we set those seasons
last month at the time prescribed that we were
pretty well going to stick to that ahd not have
all these changes that we have had year in and yea
out; Everybody had the opportﬁnity to be reﬁre—
sented at the hearing in Alexandria and I person-
ally, if for‘ﬁo other reason than that, would like
to leave this one as is. Howe§er, I have other
reasons but thaf is just one I want to point out.

I yield to your duestion, Mr. Jones.

MR. JONES: I move the previous question

208
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called for.
vered, Wille.

vered. Those in févqf of the question, say aye.

say aye.

"THE CHAIRMAN: Three to two, the motion

is lost.

break the

to remember that the Chairman is from'Buckeye,

Louisiana,

right after the meeting!

MR, WILLE: Mr. Chairman,‘sir -

THE CHAIRMAN: The question has been
MR. THOMPSON: You have been outmaneu-
THE CHAIRMAN: - You hé%é been 'outmaneu-
MR. WILLE: My motion, Mr. Chairman?
THE CHAIRMAN: Your motion.

TWO MEMBERS: Avye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Those against the motion,
THREE MEMBERS: Aye.

MR. BERRY: The Chairman is voting, to
tie?

THE CHAIRMAN: I have to.

MR, WILLE: I want all you bow hunters

and I will give you his telephone number

MR, THOMPSON: Let me tell you, I had at

]
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| 35 or 40-minute conversation with one bow ‘hunter

before 1 1eft'A1exandria Sunday to come here, in
reference to this same thing. He lives in Alex-
andria but he hunts at Loggy Bayou.

THE CHAIRMAN: And I have a very close

nelghbor that is up at my house about once or twice

a week, talking about.the Loggy Bayou hunting area,
s0o you don't need my telephone number. He will
keep me busy; don't worry. Thank yod; Don,
MR, WILLE: Weil,~I went down in flames!
THE CHAIRMAN: Now we will move on., Dr,
St. Amant, | | | |

DR. ST. AMANT ; Mr. Chairman and Members

' of the Commission, we have a number of items today

and since Mr. Harry Schafer is not here, i will
also attempt to handle his items, so there will bé
a number of issues we have to entertain.

Theifirét group involves either a.redugst
for new permits or renewals of old permifs, and
most of these are routine and we have examined
them and found that iﬁ generallthey have no effect
upon the Commission or the ecosystem where this |

operation is taking place.
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‘cents per cubic yard.

The first one is a reéuest by Hr; Williém
D. Hunter to pe:mit the removal of 22;000 yards of
f111 material from Bayou Teche where»it fronts on
his proferty and to improve his property. It is a
bulkheading type operation and an erosion control
system}, We have examined this. We find no prob-
lem with it and would.recommend that a permit be.
issued for #vperiod of one year or until the work

is done,. 1if pribr to that, at a royalty of five

THE CHAIRMAN:. You have'ﬁéard the recom-
mendation, géntlemen.: What is your pleasure?
MR. BERRY: So move. |
MR. JONES: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr.‘Berry; second
by Mr. Jones. Those in favor, say aye.
IN UNISON: Aye;
THE‘CHAIRMAN: Opposed, no.
(No response)
So'ordered;
(The full text of the
resolution is here made

a part of the record.)

e d
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BE IT RESOLVED thét thé
Louisiana Wild Life énd.Fisheries
Commission does hereby gfant permis-
éion to William D, Hunter to remove
fill'materiai from Bayou Teche where
1t,front§ his property for improvement
~of his prOperty:west of Patterson, St.
Mary Parish, Louisiana, #n the amount
of approximately 22,000 cubic yards,
for a period of one.year from Ju1§ 22;
1975 to July 22, 1976, at a royalty
rate of five cents per.cubic yard.
| THE CHAIRMAN: Nuﬁber 3, Dr. Sf. Amant.,
DR. ST. AMANT: Item No. 3 i; a reéuest
for renewal of‘an éxisting permit by Mississibpi
River Materials, Inc. to dfgdge sand or fill mater-
ial from>the Mississippi River in the vigiﬁity of
Mile 71 and between Mile 70.26 and againwat‘Mile
71.57 AHP. This permit has been in operation for
some time. We ﬁave had no problem with it. It is
not an ecologicai problem and we would recommend
that the permit be granted for a period of one year

at five cents per cubic yard.

5088 .
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'THE CHAIRMAN: Yoq h#ve heafd thé regom;
méndation, ﬁhat is the pleasure of the Commission?
MR. BERRY: So move.
MR. THOMPSON: Second
THE CHAIRMAN Moved by Mr, Berry;
seconded by Mr. Thompson. Those in favor; say aye.
IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed; no.
(No response) »
So ordered. |
| (The full text of the
‘resolution 1s here made
a pért of the record.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the
Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries
Commission does hereby grant permis-
sion to the Mississippi River Materials, .
Inc. to remove sand and/or fill material
from the Mississippi River in the vicin-
ity of Mile 71.0 AHP between Mile 70.26
and Mile 71.57 AHP, Plaquemines Parish,
Louisiana, for a period of one year

from July 30, 1975 to July 30 1976,

8200
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at a royalty rate 6f five cents per
cubic yard,

DR, ST. AMANT: 1Item 4 is 5 similar
request by Mr. Sidney Diez to renew a permit or
extend it to complete some wotrk that is going oﬂ
'in the Amite River near Port Vincent, and here
again it has to do with erosion of property and
a bulkheading operation. We examined this and it
has been in operation and we find no effect in
this area. WVWe would recommend that the permit Be
continued for a period of one year at five cents
per cubic yard. | A

MR. JONéS: The Amite at that point is
not part of thé Scenic -- |

DR, ST, AMANT: ©No, no,. fhe Scenic
River 1s above, way up north, |

MR. JONES: TI move.

MR, BERRY: Second,

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Jones and
seconded by Mr. Berry, Those in favor, say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

THEACHAIRMAN: Opposed, no.

‘(No response.)

23T
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So ordered.

BE IT RESOLVED that the“‘
Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries
Commission doeé hereby graﬁt per-
mission to‘Sidney ¥, Diez for
renewal of permit to remove fill
material from the Amite River,
approximately 3/4 miles west 6f
Port Vincent Bridge, Ascgnsion
Parish, Louﬁsiana, fof a period of
one year from July 30, 1975 to
July. 30, 1976, .at a royalty rate of

five cents per cubic yard.

request by the Lambert Gravel Company, Inc.

(The full text of the
- resolution is here made

a part of the record.)

DR. ST. AMANT: The next item is a

dredge for gravel and/or sand in the Mississippi

There have been a number of dredging operations

around Profit Island, There have been no prob-

River at Profit Island in East Baton Rouge Parish.

lems, We have examined this and we recommeﬁd that
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the'éermit be issued on fhe basis of one year at
five cents a yard for that sand that will be used
for £fill material and any gravel or wash sand that
might be used for other type of construction would
pay an appropriatg royalty, which is somewhat abbvé
five cents, It is standard, set.
THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the recom-
mendation. What is the pleasure of the Commissiont
MR. THOMPSON: So move.
MR. JONES: Sécond.
THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Thompson,
seconded by Mr. Jpnes; Those in favor, say aye.
IN UNIséNi Aye. |
THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed, no.
(No response)
So ordered. ‘
(The full text of the
resolution is hefe made
a part of the record.)
BE IT RESOLVED that tﬁe
Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries
Commission does hereby grant permiséion

. to Lambert Gravel Company, Inc., to

G’O‘Q&
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dredge for gr#vel in the Missis;ippi
River and Profit Island Chute; Profit
.Island, Louisiana; for a period of one
year from July 22, 1975 to July 22, 1976.
| DR. ST, AMANT: The Lake Providence
Dfedging Company holds a permit for dredging in
the Mississippi Rive?.in the area of Lake Provi-

dence. This permit expires and they are asking

dredging site. We have-examined this and it meet
all the requirements set forth bwahe Commissicn
and we would recommend that a permit be issued to
thém at five cents a'yard,for that sand used for
fill and the appropriate royalties for wash sand

and gravel, ;”

mendation. What 1is the pleasure of the Commissio

MR.'BERRY: So move.

MR. JONES: Second,

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr,
Berry and séconded by Mr.'Jones. Those iﬂ favor,
say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

for renewal with slight adjustments in the actual

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the recom-

s .
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THE CHAIRMAN: oéposed; né;.
| o (No response)
So ordered. |
(The full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the
Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries
Commission does hereby grant permission
to Lake Providence ﬁredging Company;
Inc;; to remove sand; gravel aﬁd/or fill
materiai from the Mississippi River at
Willow Cutoff, Mile 465 AHP to Mile 461
AHP, and at Fitler Bend, Mile 477.7 to
Mile 478.2 AHP,.for'a periéd of one

year from July 22, 1975 to July 22, 1976.

DR. ST. AMANT: ©Now, this concludes the
section I would normally handle on permits, . Mr,

Harry Schafer, Chief of the Seafoods Division, 1is

items which deal with the fixing of seasons, par-
ticularly oyster seasons, around the state, and I

would propose to do that,

not in town and he has asked me to handle several

00}
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The first oﬁe is a reéuest or a resolu-
tion in whicﬁ we would ask the Commission to close
two areas which have been planted with oyster shellis
as cultch, or, excuse me, clam shells as cultch and
to provide for seed oysters next year. These two
areas, one 1s in Sister Lake in Terrebonhe Parish
and the other is in pbrtions of Black Bay and Bay

Craba in Plaquemines Parish,

143

This planting will be compiete. The area
are posted. We-would prépose that the areas be'
closed to‘fishing until sometime next year; approxipr .
mately .16 months, ‘fand they would be 0pened.at the
next oyster seasonai The reason for this is to allow
the young oysters adequate time to grow and to give
them the necessary protection during this period.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the recom-
mendation. Any discussion? Do I have a motion?

MR, THOMPSON: I‘so move.,

MR, BERRY: Second,

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr, Thompson;
seconded by Mr.iBerry. Those in favor, say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye. “

THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed, no,.

BV
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(Np.response)
So ordered;
(The full text of the
fesolution is here made
a part of the record.)
WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wild
" Life and Fisheries Commission, in an
éffort tb expand the oyster resources
of the state,recently planted approxi-
‘mately 30,000-cubicf§ards of whole clam‘
shell at two 1ocationé, one in Caillbu
(Sister) Lake in.Terrebonne‘Parish and
ﬁlack Béy/Bay Craba gfea in Plaquemlnes
Parish, and
WHEREAS, this was done to
provide suitable surfaces for spat to
set and mature to a desirable size for
. seed, wh@ch geperally takes twelve to
fifteen months,
NOW THEREFORE BE 1IT RESQLVED
that these areas ;hat ha#e.been prOpefly
Aposted are to be closed to fishing during

the 1975-76 oyster season.

| .
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DR. ST. AMANT: The next item deals with
the openiné of éertéin.éheil planting areas that
we planted last year and which are now.reédy,tO'be'
‘harvested. These areas are at Petit Pass over in
the éast side of the river and near the Mississippi
S&ﬁnd,.at Bay Gardene, which ié one of our oyster
reservations, and at:Hackberry Bay, whigh is an
area down in the Barataria Bay area north of Grand
'Isle. . : R o

Since these aréas have been planted and
the oysters have been gr&wing for é little over one|-
year now, we woul& prépose (1) that the season be
opehed on October 1.» Now tﬁié is not concurrent
with the opening of the normal season; it is a
11tt1e>bit later. The reason we want to open on
Octéber 1 is that we feel that the oysters will
have a béttef chance of survival wﬁen the weather
is cooler and they will have a little better chance
for another month of groﬁth; so we propose that
these shell plantings be opened October 1; 1975,
and that they be closed, mandatorily,closed; on
May 20; 1976. |

We have two other provisions, however,.

é-ggg‘ HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new ozleans
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Jv,One, that the area of Bay Gardene, where the shelli

planting occurréd, will be‘fished with a daily perH
mit system only; and this is to determine the exact
production on a per-acre basis for this type of |
oPeratidn, and further, that the Director be
authorized and empowered under Louisiana Law Title
56,>Section 433, to élose these areas or change the
size limits after January 1 1f the biological evi-
dence so indicates that we should not go to May 20.

I would recomménd that these areas which
are to be opened to fishing be handled im this
manner, | |

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the recom-
mendation, gentlemen. What is your pleésure?

MR, BERRY: So move.

MR. WILLE: Second.

THE CHAiRMAN: Moved by Mr, Befry;
seconded by Mr. Wille. Those in favor, say-aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE cﬁAIRMAN: Opposed, no.

| (No response)
So«ordered; |

(The full text of the.

8869 .
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resolution is: here made
"a part of the~record.)
wHEREAs; the Louisiana'Wild |
tife and Fisheries Commission in the
spring of 1973 and 1974 planted clam
shell in order to proyide-setting
material for oyéter spat in the vicinity
cf Hackberry Bay, Le Petit’Pass;'Bay
Gardene, and |
” WHEREAs; fhe Commission had
closed thesé areas to oyster fishing
to permit su;table seed oyster catch
and developméﬁt; and |
WHEREAS, the shell plants in
1974 were provided for by federal dis-
aster funds and production account-
ability 1is necessary;

.NOW THEREFORE BE 1IT RESOLVED.
that the Louisiéna Wild Life and Fish;
eries Commission will open the shell
plants at Le Petit Pass, Bay Gardene
and Hackbefry Bay on October 1, 1975

with a mandatory closing day of May 20,
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1976; as providéd for by-law; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED th#t
the Bay Gardene shell plant Qili be
.fished under a dai ly permit syspem to
allow for a determination of the pro-
duction from this area, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
the Director is hereby authorized and
empowered to close said areas; if bio-
logically_necesSary; and Louisiana Law
Title 56; Section 433; aufhofizes the
Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries Com-
mission to regulate fﬁe size limit and:
area closures after January 1 of each
year on state-controlled grounds.

DR, ST. AMANT: The next itém deals with
the normal annual opening of the oyster seed ground
the staté seed grounds, and also inclédes one seced
reservation to be opened. We would propose here
that the season for oyster-taking om natural seed
areas and in the Bay Junop seed reservatién com-
mence on September 3, 1975; and that it continue

until May 20 of the following year; however, that

508
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it shall be subjected to Title 56-433; which
authorizes the Commission-and the Director té
regulate the size of the oysters taken and the
closure of.any or ail of this area after January 1
if the biological evidence indicates that it should
be closed, and this is also done with the concur-
rence of the oyster industry. We would point out,
however; that Sister Lake, waich is opened on
alternate years, will be closed during this period
because we do have some éeed oysters planted ian the|
area; which was referred to in thevprior resolu-
tion, I would recommend that the season be set in
thié mannet; |

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the recom-
mendation., What 1is the éleasure of the Commission?

MR, JONES: I so move.

MR, THOMPSON: Seccnd,

THE}CHAIR&AQ: It has been moved by Mr.
Jones, seconded by Mr., Thompson. 7Those in favor,
say aye. |

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed, no.

(No response)
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Sﬁ'ordefed.
| (The full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.)
WHEREAS, the natural oyster

reefs ("Oyster Seed Grounds") under the

" managerial supefﬁision of the Louisiana

Wild Life and Fisheries Commission must
open on .the first Wednesday following
Labof“bay and a mandatory closing date

of Hay 20 of the following year, as pro-

~vided for by Louisiana Statute Title 56,

Bection 433, and

WHEREAS, "Oyster. Seed Reserva-
tions" are small portions of the "Oyster
Seed Grounds'" managed and controlled for

seed oyster production which are opened

.on alternate years,

"NOW THEREFOQRE BE IT RESOLVED
that the natural oyster reefs and the

Bay Junop "Oyster Seed Reservation" will

"be open on September 3, 1975;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that

€20 ,
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the Caillou (Sister) Lake "Oyster Seed
Reservation will be closed during the
1975-76 oyster season; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
Louisiana Law Title 56, Section 433;
also authorized the Louisiana Wild Life
and Fisheries Cammission to regulate the
size limit and aréa closures after
January 1 of each year on state;controlied
grounds 1if conditioﬁs dictate it.

THE CHAIRMAH: Number 10; please.

DR. ST.\AMANT The last oyster problem
deals with the special opening of Calcasieu Lake |
fpr the taking of oysters. It is a little more
complicated, What we propose here is that the
season be set for a period from November 15; 1975
through March 31, 1976, starting at one-half hour
before sunrise and extending to.one-half hour after
sunset,

| Now, we make this recommendation, however
based on two.£hings, one, that it is biologiéally.
justified and, two, that the area is also opened

at the same time by the Health Department to be sur

B666
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1there is no contamination in the area; but assuming

-1t 1s given approval by the Health Department theﬂ

channel itself East Fork, West Fork and Oyster

the culls shall be scattered around the perimeter

these would be the recommended seasons.,

.Second, that fishing in this area be
limited to the use of tongs only and in daylight
hours and, three, that the open area-shail be con-
fined to the area of:Calcasieu Lake west of the
ship channel; including tﬁe East and West Cove area

with the exception of balcasieu River and the ship

Bayou shall also be clo ed,
The three-inch culling law shall be

observed at all times by peOple using the area and

of the reefs to provide fer expaﬁsion.and future
harvesting., The taking of oysters for commercial
purposes shall be limited to 15 sacks per boat per
day and the teking of oysters for home consumption
shall be limited to three bushels or two sacks per
boat per day. All commercial fishermen ef oysters
shall have the proper'licenses;

It is further suggested thaﬁ the Director

be authorized and empowered to extend or close seid

eéb‘»
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- season 1f we detefﬁiﬁé tﬁat this is féé?iblé oﬁ a
biological basis.

MR. JONES: Are you adding a new area
this year? |

| ‘DR. ST. AMANT: ©No, the only thing we

are puttiné is the East and West Cove area. That
Weét Cove is that seﬁtion on the Qest side but I
don't believe we are doing anything more on the
east side. We have the same area. The only thing,
we are keeping them out éf fhe channel and East
Fork and Wesf Fork because I believe those areas
are never really'clean; You know, that is your-
old river section and the channel itself,

MR. JONES? Charlie White had indicated
a considerable number of sttq&é at Nine Mile --

DR. ST. AMANT: Where is Max? Max, do
you have anything? |

MR.,SUMﬁERS: On the east side, it would‘
be this area here (indicatiﬁg); | B

| MR, JQNS#: It inclﬁdes thaf area?llQh,

it does. | | | |

THE CHAIRMAN: Anylother discussion?

You have heard the recommendation. Do I have a

oey
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motion?
MR. JONES: I so move.
_ MR. WILLE: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Jones and

seconded by Mr. Wille. Those in favor, say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed, no.
(No response)>
So ordered.
(Tﬁe full text of the
fesolution 1s here nade
‘ a part of the record.)
WHﬁREAS, the‘Commission —
biologists and the Chief of the Oysters;
Water Bottoms and Seafoods Division have
recommended the fishing of thé oysters of
Calcasieu Lake including the West Cove:
area with the exception of the Calcasieu
River and Ship Channel, East Fork, West
Fork and Oyster Bayou, and ’
WHEREAS, the State Department

of Health will examine the growing

oysters of this aforementioned area and

500@}
S oaa HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
;008 S




39

approve the waters for fighing oysters
if the health standards are met;
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED.
" thatthe Louisiana Wild Life and Fishef?
ies.COmmission at its regular public
monthly meeting held in New Orleans on
Tuesday; July 2?, 1975, does hereby
declare that the Calcasieu Lake Oyster'
Sg;son for 1975-76 be set in accordance
with the following fulés and regulations:
(1) That the oyster season iﬁ.Calcasieu
Lake be fixed to extend from one-
ﬁalfvhour beforeléunrise November 15,
197S.through one-half hour after
sunset March 31, 1976, with the
right being reserved to extend
said season or closé it sooner if
biolpgica}ly justifiable;

(2) That oyster fishing be limited only -

| to. the use of tongs énd to daylight
hours;

(3) The open areas shall be confined

to the area of Calcasieu Lake, west

BooD .
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of the Ship Channel, 1nc1u&1ng the
East énd Weéé Cove area; with the
exception of Calcasieu River and
Ship Channel; East Fork; West Fork
and Oyster Bayou which shall be.
cl&sed;

(4) The three-inch culling law shall be
‘ observed by all fishermen fishing |
the area and the culls shall be
scattered around the perimeter of
the reefs to provide for expansion

and future harvesting;

(5) The taking of oysfers for commercial

| purposes shall be limited to 15
sacks per boat per da§;

(6) The taking of oysters for home con-
sumption shall be limited to three
bushels (two sacks) per boat per day;

(7) All commércial fisﬁing of oysters

o shall be done only with prober
licenges. A

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the

Director be and is hereby authorized and

0208
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empowered to -extend or close said seasén;
if biologigally'sound. |
DR, ST. AMANT: The last item, Mr. Chair-
man and Members_of-the Commission, deals with the
speci#l live bait éeason 6n shrimp which we havé
been Operating:since 1972 by means of concurrent
resolution of the Houée and Senate, Resolution No.
121. This resolution directs and empowérs us to
open the season for fishing of bait shrimp, to be
taken alive and under sohe_rather strict regula-
tions which require that'affidavité be furnished
to indicate that they are bona fide bait dealers;
that they post a $1,000 bond or certified check; in
the event that they break any rdles or regulations
they will forfeit this $1,000; and that their boats
and equipment be so marked by certain identifiéa-
tion marks so we can spot them both from the air
and from the water, whigh gives us some adequate
control over tgis. |
In past years we have not had to deal

with very many people., The mgximum number was.28
fishermen in the state of Louisiana last year and

the year before that-we only had 19. We have had

R . ' o
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@. | a rather considerable numbér of rec;ue.sts so far
and they are hoping that thé Commission will con-
tinue this action énd allow the issuance of these
permits. We havevadvised these people year after
year‘that it would be more to our*liking if-théf
would prevail upon the legislature to estéﬁlish'
such a season by law; but‘they have not attempted
to‘do this and we do'not yet have a specific law
dealing with it and we would have to act under the
current resolution whiéhihas no terminal date on it

I have-no objection to this. It has been
'-. no real.problem for us to this date and if it is-_
| tﬁe'Commission’s will, we wili issue these permits
after todaj.

THE CHAIRMAN: 1 see no reason why we
shouldn't do that; Dr. St. Amant. Any discussion?
Do we have a motion?

MR. JONES: So move.

MR, THOMPéON: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Jones and
seconded by Mr. Thompson. Those in favor say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

5. THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed, no.

N _ ,
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(No response)
Sb ordered;
(The full text of the
#esolqtion is here made
a part of the record.)
WHEREAS, Senate Concurrent
Resolution No. i21, of the 1972 Regular
Legislati?e Session, sponsored by
Senator Samuel Nunez, urges and requests
the Louisiana Wild,iifé and Fisheries
Commission to grént permité to'bait
dealefs to tgke live shrimp for sale
as bait duri&g the period of closed
shrimp season, and
WHEREAS, commercial bait
fishermen are requeéting the Commission
to grant a special,compenéation; in
the formlof a permit, allowing them
to take live shrimp during closed season
to be used in their businesses for sale
to rec;eational fishermen, and
WHEREAS, in previous years

the Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries

5606,
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Commissiontestabiished the Special Bait
Dealers Permit which proved to be most
beneficial to the bait dealers and Com-
- mission records indicated there were no
violations by any of: the perhittees;

NOW THEREFCRE BE IT RESOLVED

" that the Lpuisiéna Wild Life and Fish-
eriesACommission does hereby approve the
issuance of the Special Bait Dealers
Permit to- bait dealérs to take live
shrimp for sale es bait during the
period ocf the closed shrfmp égason,
between the spring braﬁn shrimp season
and the fall white shrimp season for
1975, in Zones 1, 2 and 3;

Bl‘s IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
the permittee shall abide by all rules
-and regulations as stipulated in said |
permit. 1In tﬁe event any terms of the
permit are violated, the permit will be
revoked and permittee will forfeit his
$1,000 bond or cashier check being held

by the Commission in good faith,

5066 .
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VTHE CHAIRMAN: Thank'you; Doc. We are
ready for you;-Mr. Yancey. | |

lMR. YANCEY: Mr. Chairman and Membexs of
the Commission, the next itém on the agenda has £0
do with the possibility of establishing an alli-
zator season in a portion of Louisiana later on
this fall, |

As I already indicated earlier, we

invited repreéentatiyes from the U. S, Fish and

‘Wildlife Service to be present at the Commission

meeting today in owvder that they may answer ques-
tions from péoﬁlé in attendance and members of the
Commission, and they have already been introduced;
so I won't go through that again.

| In ordér to refresh the memory of sbme
of those that ar§ present as to what has tranépiréd
in this state in the past 20 years, we might
briefly review the history of this alligétor situ-
atien. It has been a very controversial subject
here in recent years and it might-pay to refresh
our memory briefly. | .

Back in the 1950's Louisiana law permitte

the taking of alligators in this state on a state-

d
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{ wide basis at any time of yéar by any means down to

| animals and also went to the legislature and

a size limit of two feet. By the end of the 1950's
in about 1958 and '59 the alligator population in

Louisiana probably reached an alltime low and as a
result of that the Wild Life and Fisheries Commis-

sion then initiated a research program on these

requested authorization to have control of these
animals. The legislature did act. They passed a
statute that provided thé Commission could then
‘have. the authority to set open season dates oun the
taking of these animalé;provided no alligators less
than five feet in iength would be taken.

In 1962 the alligator season over in
Cameron Parish closed and in 1963 it was closed on
a statewide basis. Now; Louisiana was the first
state in the Southeast within the range of the alli;
gator to closeﬂthé season on this animal. It began
to be afforded protection and as this took place,
the alligatof population began to climb. It
c¢limbed at a very rapid rate over in Cameron Parish
where these animals receive& supplementary protec-

tion from the landowners and excellent prosecution

gﬂ@
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in the courts.

Then in 1962 Congressman T, A. Thompson
from southwest Louisiana introduced a bill in the
Congress to amend the Lacey Act and provide somé
federal protection for these animals. For some
reason that we were never able to determine, that
bill never did get tﬁrough. Of course, he died in
a car wreck up in North Carolina and the bill lan-
guished in a committee chaired by Congreésman
Seller from New York. |

Then later on in the 60's, the Coumission
with the su?porf of the Southeastern Game and Fish
Commissioners céused a bili to be intéodqced that
did becomellaw; that provided some federal protec-
tion for these ahimals, By th; end of the 1960's
we figured that there were somewhere around 250,000
of ﬁhese animals in Louisiana, and in 1967 they wexe
designated as an endangered species by the Fish and
Wildlife Service. Howéver; at that time this did
not mean federal control, |

Then in 1972 the Loﬁisiana Wild Life and
Fisheries Commission set a short expérimenfal

season on alligators in a portion of Cameron Parish
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 where we ﬁ;d'an extremeiyvhigh population of these
animals. The sgason-was opposed with vigor by
people outside the state} We ﬁere swarmed by large
numbers of people from‘other states; the news media
and what-have~-you came in and felt that this.waé
one of the worst things tsat had ever taken piace.
However, those who béthered to go to Cameron Parish
and see how the season was conducted quickly rea-
lized that the thing was being officially carried
out and it had worked ouf well;-it had not hurt the
alligator population, |

Then in 1973 the Commission held another
seﬁson and the opposition b} that time, because of
| the way the '72 season had been conducted, had died
down tb a great extent. However, it was opposed.
Then in December.of '73 our former President Nixon
signed a new federal endangered specieé law into
effect and this put federal control over the man-
agement of thése aniﬁals, s0 mno alligatof season
was conducted in 1974. However, here on the local
level we were faced with overpopulations of these
animals in a portion of the state.

At the request of the Wild Life and

H0e0
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Fisheries Commission in the éarlyvpart-of‘1974,

classification in three barishes in Louisiana and

Governor Edwards petitioned the U, S. Interior
Department through then Secreﬁary Rogers Morton to
take this animal‘off the endangered species 1ist-
for a portion of the state. |

Finally, in July of ﬁhi; yéar;>éarlier
this month, it came out in the Federal Register
that it was proposed by the Interior Depaftment to

completely delist the alligator from the endangered

reduce it from endangered to threatened category in
the remainder of Louisiana plus several of the
other southeastern states #nd leave it on the
endangered categbry for some of the other states
on the fringe of the alligator }ange.

So, this brings us ﬁp to the point where
welére now, We feel that, in view of the fact that
we do have about 100,000 alligators down in,Caméron;
Calcasieu anleermilion Parishes, we have got over-
population of these animals in certain areas and
there is a big interest in having a season this
year. We do have a harvestable surplus of these

animals. They should be utilized. Not to utilize

[-3::]
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them ié a waste of a‘natufal resourcé; They are
thaving<an impact on Bther forms of wildlife in thag
area, and we would propose that the Commission,}if
at all possible, endéavor to hold a season in thése
three parishes, Beginning about September 20 to
October 19, in the three parishes, basically with
the regulat ions to bé established on about the same
basis as they were carried out in the '72 and '73
seasons,

| There would be a dupta system imposed
that would limit the ﬁumber of these animals which
could be taken on a uﬁit of area of marsh.

Now, we do have-sbme serious problems_in
connection with this as . they have to do with time-
table problems, for one, and se;ondly,'we can't at
this point predict what the market is going ﬁd be
for the skins that would come in from the harvest.

The{Federal Register in‘which the pro-
posed fegulations are now being published will
remain open for comment until Septe@bef 8 and then
after comment is received by the Interior Depart-
ment, then they will mold these into these proposed

regulations and republish them again in the Federal

i_j
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Register. I think as far as the étate is concerned
and the Commission is concerned we are ready to go
with a Septémber season and we think it should be
conducted in those three parishes, bqt we didn'ﬁ
know exactly where we would stand with the Interior
Department, and for this recason we invited these
gentlemen to come hefe and explain their position
in connection with this matter and also perhgps to-
answer questions from anyone who may.be in attend-
ance, because certainly if we are going to go

through with this thing, wve want to do it in accordf

.
e

ance with the 1aw§ and regulations and make sure-
that it works out%properly and as it should,

At this point, Mr, Chairman, if it meets
with your approval, 1 would like to call on Rick
Parsons over there and let him explain the federal
ﬁqsition in connection with this matter, where we
stand, is it practical and feasible to begin a
season about September 20, and just what their
viewpoint and position isAin connection with {it,.

THE CHAIRMAN: Would you come to the

mike, please, sir?

MR. RICK PARSONS: My name 1s Rick Parsons.

BOOD
0O
G@@

HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans’

@

_QQ



[ )

52

-as this one.

I am with the U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Divi- |
sion of Law Enforcement, Washington office. Our

office is responsible for writing regulations such

What I thought I would do to explain to
everybody what the regulatory proposal is, is to
give you a brief outline of the alligator portion
of the proposal, The regulations themselves handle
a lot of other problems in our endangered‘Species
prograﬁ at the same time; For that reason they are
fairly complex and I must séy kind of difficult to
understand genera%ly.

What 1 ﬁave done §n this chart is to show
the three classifications in which alligators will
be found under the federal law ifvthis proposal
goes into effect and to try to explain what that
means 0

The{proposal would classify certain alli—
gators as endangered, They would remain endangered
species. Certain alligators would become threat-
ened species and others would be delisted. That is.
they would be removed from federal protection

entirely.

TR
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The endangered anim&ls would be all
those found oﬁtsiae; that is; anywhere within the
United States but outside of the states of Alabama
Flogida; Georgia; Louigiana;‘Mississippi;'South
Carolina and Texas. Ogviously; they don't exist
in all states outside these states but there are
some accidental meanﬁerings from time to time in
states outside the normal range.

In .these states of Alabama; Florida,
Georgia; in Louisiana iﬁ ail areas outside the
three southwestern parishes of Ca@eron; Vermilion
and Calcasieu; in Mississippi, South Carolina and

Texas, the alligator would be classified as a

_threatened species. This is a new category pro-

vided in the endangered species law that went into
effect at the end of 1972, When we get down to
this point, I will explain what the difference is
between thesegtwo;’what that means.

In those three parishes of Cameron, Ver-
milion and Calcasieu, the alligator would be
removed entirely from the endangered or threatened
species list, and that carries with it some mean-

ing that I will explain also,

-
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In those areas where the alligator is
endangered; the law says that you may not takg any
alligators. Taking includes hunting; collecting;
capturing; killing; anything that fits within that
description. In our fegulations we do provide
that emergency action by federal and state person-
nel to protect human life or to aid an animal whic
is injured or sick is authorized. That wouldn't
affect.anything here in Louisiana because no alli-
gators here are endangefed;

Interstate commerce, which inciudes
transportation,'delivery, sale, et cetera; bétwéen'
states is prohibited for tﬁe alligator or any of
its products if it is endangered. ‘Likewise; the
importation of alligators, thaé is,"gators that
found their way out of this country and come back‘
in in the form of live animals, parts or products;
et cetera, ig prohibited, an& the exportation is
prohibited,

Now, for those alligatoré that are
threatened alligators in these aréas; by our regu-
lations all of these prohibitions that apply to

endangered species would also apply to threatened

29
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alligators, with several notable exceptions. ~The

exceptions are that first of all nuisance or
depredating alligators can be either transelocated
or}killed if necessary by state officers, employee
or agents of the state, and in this context agent
means a person who is under contract to the state
basically, not a law'enforcement ageot necessarily
Second, alligators can be taken in the
coursc of state research or conservation activitie
by the same people, empioyees, officers or agents
of the state, ano third, hides of those that you
might callvstate\alligators, those that are taken
in accordance wit% these aetivities I have just
said; or ailigator hides that come into the pos-
session of the state through Taw eoforcement activ
ities, that is, illegal skins that are seized and
then forfeited to the state, may be put into inter
state commerce, including transportation, sale,‘
delivery, et‘cetera, through the system that is
going to be explained over here (indicating),
what I call on this chart the look-alike system.
Now, for tﬁe alligators that are deliste

what I said was they aren't under federal protecti

8
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their hides or products, would be prohibited under

~discuss in a minute, that enables us to distinguish

at all; but there is a hicCh;)as they say; iﬁ that.
Since those alligétors look like all other alli-
gators once they leave this area where they occur
in the wild; theylpose a danger to these other
alligators, to these pofulations. Es;entially, ;ay
if there was a legal market and we ‘had no way of
distinguishing the légal from the illegaliskins;
we would siﬁpiy be providing an incentive for
illegal hunting in those areas where the alligator
is still under sébstantial protection.'

The following actionéAwéuld be prohibited
then for these look;alikes: the import; the exporﬂ

and the interstate commerce of those alligators or

federal regulation., What is notable here is that
taking,the initial hunting of the alligator; would
not be covered in any case. That means that there
Qould be no federal jurisdiction over the taking

of delisted alligators in those three areas. That

1)

would be controlled by the state law and regulatio

Now, we do provide a special rule, which I will

those alligators which were in fact taken legally

& .
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" tific research and propagation just as they are

frbm thoée three‘areés under state law and which
are no 1oﬁger threatened or endangered from all the
other aliigators which will allow the interstate
commerce in those alligators, once we can tell theq
apart and what is_moving in commerce is a legali
product and not an illegal product.

Now certaiﬁ permits are available for
these three categories of alligators. If the alli-
gator is endangered, then permits are available fox
scientific research witﬁ it or for the propagation
of the alligato:,'butlthat's all, Permits are very
strictly controlled for endangered species. There
are strict préced&ral rules that also apply. Pri-
marily that means that every permit application
must be published in the Federal Register for a
period of thirty days to allow public comment,

This has caused quite a féw complications in the
procedures of issuing permits.

If the alligator is threatened; on the

other hand, which it is in a good portion of the

states yet, permits would be available for SCienj

here but also for economic hardship, for zoological
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awful lot simpler and takes a lot less time to

825, which is the standard cost of those permits,

exhibition; for e@ucational purposes, for what we
call Speéial'pufébses;‘and this is kind of a mis-
cellaneous category that gives us some flexibility
to issue permits that didn't fit into any of these
other cateéofies. We have a similar permit under
the federal migratory bird regulations.

‘The strict:procedﬁral rules that apply
to endangered permits do not apply to pearmits
issued for threatened”spécies, which means that as

a matter of procedures in issuing permits it is an

issue these permits, The cost of these permits:

hasn't been set yet but I am assuming it will be

and they are good for a given period of time., Our
regulations would allow them to be good for up to
two years. |

Now! for phe alligators that are delisted
wé provide a system for the interstate commerce in
these alligators that is based on positive identifi
cation and control of the legal alligators to assur
that we are not dealing with illegal alligators in

the trade. We would propose that there be federal

34 \
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control of the hides and tagging of hides so that

licenses for all buyers; tanne?s and faBricat;fs;
and 1 have been told that those three categories
basically desc;ibe all those people who would deal
with alligators beyond the‘stage.of hunting. Theseé
people would be put under federal license and they|
would be authorized under their license to trans-
port, deliver, receiQe and sell alligator hides
and products in interstate commerce, provided that
they ﬁaintain the state tagging systém with special

provision that is built upon the state system of

they know which are which and_thai this system -
would be maintain;d throughout certain stages of
interstate commerce so that we could always keep
the ideantification of these things.

Second, that they keep pro?er books and
records, that is, books and records that would
show their transactions in these idéntified,hidgs.
Third, they would be subject to federal inspection
of their premises and their books and éecords would
be subject to inspection, and fourth; probably one
of the more importaﬁt parts of this; that all

products that would be made from these hides would

w909
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be markéd with a speéia; fedérél mark of sdme kiﬁd
We haven't got it yet but we have got a number of
ideas and we are looking into the type of mark and
what exactly it would look like. |

Once the products are marked, they c;n
then be freely sold, transpor;ed, moved around in
interstate commerce,rso that anyone who retails or
distributes any of these products would have in
his pbssession products with the federal mark on
them and those produéts.ﬁchld be legal. Any other

products found without the federal mark would be

automatically subject to question, We would assumd

of'course, that they were ﬁot legal products,

One thing that is notable that was
alluded to before is that this does not allow the
exportation of alligator hides or products, and
there are two reasons for that. One is minimal;
the other is ? primary reason. The minimal reason
is that this is an expgrimental program and we
would like to assure ourselves that we have proper
controls over the identification and movement of
these things before we move to the foreign market.

That, however, is not the major reason,

[5]
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The major reason is the new ¢onventioﬁ
on trade in endangered species that went into
effect on July 1 to which the United States is a
party. That‘convention lists the al}igator‘as'tﬁe
equivalent of an endangered animal. It doesn't
have that tag on it, but they call it an Appendix I
animal. Under that éonvention to which the United
States is bound, those alligators or their products
or parts may not be traded in international trade
for commercial purposes,.so‘that the shipment of
hides or products would be prohibited by that, and
that ié federal iaw at this time. So, until the
alligator 1is put into a different category under
that convention, which 1is possible,'there can't be
any Iinternational trade in alligators. Once that
becomes changed, and I think the intention is to
move to change it, although it cannot be done'over—
night, then international trade in alligator hides
and products would be possible.

Now we also in these regulafions deal
with a couple of special situations of whiéh we
were aware, The first one is the situation of

captive alligators. For you that primarily means

|
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alligator farmiﬁg; but theré are a.lét of alliga-
’tors; individuals; in captivity in zoos all over
the country, all over the ﬁorld,'that are also
a brpblem to us in the federal regulation of this
afea. Whaﬁ we have provided in this proposal i;
that all ﬁaptive alligators are also look-alikes,
that is; once they-léave the area inwwhich they are
in qaptivity; jou can't-tell where in fact they
came from; whether the& were originally endanggred;
threatened or came from Cameron-?arish and were not
endangered or threatened. |

Therefore, we have elected to treat them
as‘threatened species, to ﬁake believe;‘in a sense;
with the power that tﬁe‘statute gives us; that
they were threatened‘alligatprs. Singe they are
threatened aliigators, they would be eligible for
ali those permits that I said back here on the
other pége that are available for threatened allif
gators, including this special purpose bermit;
Therefore, it would be possible for alligator
farmers to obtain special permits,

Now I wantgd'to point out to you; the

intent is, -as far as we have an intent on this

©
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- a pro#ision for something called captive self-

rigbt.now; that these permits woula Se granted for
the marketing of hides of propagated alligators.
That means that you have a propagation progfam
where the-alliggtors are reproducing themselves
in captivity. We do plan eventually to come_oug
with complete rules on the treatment of all wild-
life éropagated in_céptivity; because this is a
problem that goes far beyond alligators. Such
things as perégrine falcons are reproduced in cap-
tivity. That and the reiationship between the wild
populations and the control over fhese pppulations
is a fairly large problem for us on the federal
scéle. | | |

These rules are planned right now. We
haven't really done any work on them yet; and I
would say it would be six months to a year before
anything has been done. They will treat this wholg
problem of how you deal with alligators in captiv-
ity a 10f moré thoroughly than we have proposed at
this point,.

There is also an alternative way to treat

them that is provided in this régulation. ‘There 1ig

H60 ) .
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“sustaining population. This would mean that- where

_enough tigers being propagated in captivity to

you have an endangered species and yet there are
animals of that species in captivity Vhich_ptOpa;
gate‘well in captivity and in fact sustain the
captive popﬁlation thréugh captive prOpagation;v
they could be put in a different category and
treated as if they wére threatened rather than
endangered; which means that they would be avail-
able for a lot more permits, types of permits,
than the endangered aniﬁals themselves. A good
example of that is tigers; which i know don't even
look 1like alligators, but that is the kind of thing

we are thinking about, that there are in fact

treat that population, if you will, differently
from the ones in the wild., That would be an alterg
native way of handling this. |
I would }ike to stress that these regula+t
tions are proposals. These ideas are not locked in
cement in our minds. This is what we think will
work and this is what we have proposed to the pub-
lic. At the bottom here, for those of you who can

readvit, I said suggestions are welcbme, and that

BT,
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is-not facetious at all, Wé understand ‘the prob-
lems to some extent. We need the help of those
that are involved‘in the'problems and that under-
stand them in detail to help us derive a set of -
régulations that meet the requirements of the law
while, you know, within the limits of the law allow
ing those people to cérry on thelr business if they
can,

We have another special situation; if you
will, On alligator hideé that were legally obtaine
from the state under the 1972 and 1973 hunts but
were not sold or'moved prior to the time that the
Endangered Species Act itself came into effect; we
do provide in theée regulations for a special exemp;
tion for those hides which were lawfully obtained
prior to December 28; 1973, which is the day the
act went into effect; At that time, as you khow;
the'interstate commerce in endangefed species,
whether they came before the act or not, was made
illegal; and a lot of people with different types.
of products, such as sperm whaie teeth in the
‘Northeast;.were caught with these things on their

hands and they found that they couldn't market them
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in ihterState commerce any more.

We ha#e.provided that these hides can Be
sold or traﬂsported in interstate commerce.provideT
that they are sold to a federally licensed buyef,
tanner, faﬁricator. In other words,.they'have to
go into this "look-alike" system that we have pro-
vided for marketing élligator hides and products
so as to keep control over them. It is the same
system that the state puts its hides into when it
comes up with hides. Aiso; we would want certifi-
cation from the state official that these hides
were in fact laﬁfullf obtained and can be identi-
fied, and I can assure you that this 1s.not a
problem, that such certification can be given,

I think it should be clear by now that
the allowance for interstate commerce in alligator
hides under this proposal is based on a concept of
strict control of both the source and the movement
of hides. This'contrdl depends upon the strong
state progrém that you have herg in Louisiana
where the hunting and the tagging of the hides so
as to provide the basis for identification and the|.

federal licensing and marking system for prdducts
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ﬁhat continues tﬁe ideﬁtification-througﬁout gﬂé
.chain of commerce. |

That in essence is the concept of this
whole proposal. I would be pleased to answer any
questions that anyone has at this time.

MR. JONES: Mr, Parsons, let me ask you
point blank, do you éee any reason why we cannot
have an alligator season starting September‘ZO?

MR. PARSONS: O. K,, we discussed this
in informal session yesﬁerday. Essentially, no,
with the understanding tha£ tﬁese regulations are
open for public comment until the eighth of Sep-
tember. By law wL have to consider all that com-
mentary and take a look at the regplations and
redraft them as necessary to take into account the
good ideas that are presented to us. You know; it
is a matter of judgment by us on what we do; and
this normally takes a fair amount of time. . Our
track record is not, well, we don't look like
Speedy Harry's when we do that normélly.

It is possible that tﬁis can be done in
that amount of time, although it is difficulf.

Now I have talked tb some of our people up in

F33
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it can be done. I hate to sound like such a

Waéhing#énvghis mofning after we met yesterday and
1 told them; "Gee;.those guys pinned me down Yes-‘
terday and said can we do this by .September 20,
and I said yes; I thought we could. Does thaﬁ méke
you ﬁappy?" They said, "Yes, we are even wiiling
to put it in writing that we will make 2 maximum
effort to get the se ?egulations out and in effect.
by the 20th of September. Obviously; we cannot
guarantee that they will be in effect by the 20th
of September; but we aré willing to put ever}fhing
we can behind it." |

With that, I think, yes, it is possible .

that they will be in effect by that time. I think

federal bureaucrat_butksince I am, that is the best

I can tell you.

MR, WILLE: Very good; touche!

MR. THOMPSON: Rick, I wonder if you woul
comment a littlé bit further ana give us a time-
table that you envision on the delisting of the
alligator so that the alligator can be traded in
international commerce?

'MR. PARSON: O. K., The best I can say
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' twelve parties to the convention and more countrieg

in response to that is that; in ordef to accomplish
tﬁat; you have to move the alligator on the treaty
from Appendix I to Appendix II or get it off there
entirely. Considering the fact that it is threat-
~ened in a portion of its range and endangerea in ‘a
portion of its range, I wo@ld suspect -- and I am
not a biologist -- that it would stay under the
treaty's protection for certain purpbses.

If it were moved to the second list;
Appgndix II; trade in ailigator products for coﬁ-
mercial purposes would be possible under inter-
national permit.. There is no prohibition against
it, it simply hasito be under control to make sure
the animal doesn't fall back into the Appendix I
or endangered category.

As far as I know now, the latest in cabld
traffic between Switzerland, which is the depositaxg
government, and the United States and other coun-
tries indicates that the first meeting of all the
parties to the convention will be in the middle to

the end of 1976. Right now there are eleven or

are becoming parties all the time as their parlia-
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ments ratify‘this.convention.. B& tﬂ; end- of the
‘year we may have twenty or thirty parties to the
c§nvention. It is hard to say.

~ There is another method besides waiting
for the‘megting of the parties to amend that list;
and that is to do it by mail. Thére ié a-special
mail procedure called fof,land as 1 recall, it
takes appfoximately four to five months to completd
that procedure once it is started. .

I cautioned yéstérday that it is a éues-
tion of international policy as to.when yéu start
this procedure.' In other words, if the United
States, with just a few countries being parties
to the convention, were to come up and say; "We

want to make some changes right now,"

other coun-
tries that are just about to become pérties may get
very irritated and &avy; "You are trying to rail-
road changes Fhrough befofe we have a}chance to
get in and have our say-so.'" They may not react
that way., It is hard to teil; and I think the
Department of Sfate will have a lot to say about

the timing of this particular thing.-

But, as far as the U. S. Fish and Wildlife

T¢)
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Service 1s'éqncerned; the fact that wé are willing
to downgrade the alligatpr; to change its manage-
ment system and protection in certain.areas; indi-
cates our'willingngss to sponsor tﬁis kind of move
to amend the convention to allow international .
trade in alligator hides that are taken Qithin this
system, that are legal hides from those areas wherd
taking is authorized, so I think it is.féir to say
that we will be behind such a move. .

The timing of it is a questionable thing.
Certainly 1t can come up at the first‘meeﬁing of
the contractingfparties; wiich may be sometime in
the fall, middle to end of 1976, |

MR, JONES: Could you give us some com;
ment, Rick, about this fedéral.license that the
buyers and fabricators are going to have to have;
in other words, where do yod get it, when can &ou
get it, how much does it cost, and so forth?

MR.‘PARSQNS: The federal license ﬁill be
issued under our permit and license regulations,
which is standafd for all licenses issued by the
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. They are familiay

to our agents in this area and our regional people
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‘ditions of this license are listed in the proposal

~cén'with fair certainty rely on the kind of mater-

interested in entering this category that they

. start looking at it now. I have indicated that we

in this area. We have a standard application form
which hOpefullyvis a lot easier to fill out than

the earlier one. The special provisions and con-

and I think ényone who is interested in becoming

a buyer, tanner or fabricator under license by us

ial that 1is preéented in the proposal, .

Now the proposal is always subject to
change at the time we 1§sue éinal regulations, I
§eriou91y doubt that there will bé'great changes

in it. I would suggest that for anyone who is

would be willing, with the state's cooperation and
assistance, to provide some liaison; some help; to
those people who want to apply for licensés, to
explain to them what is needed and to go over this
with them,

The biggest problem we havé in process-
ing permits and licenses is that the original
application comes into us in such a form that we

need to go back to the person for more information{

[}
[

gegs
geis

&

%‘3) HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC., the complete convention service in new orleans
(2] .



.

73

.tially is what this is, 1is about thirty days. Now

It is simply not complete enough; and when.you con;
sider the delays 1n‘théAmail;‘going back and forth
this way even once can cause éuite a delay in the
issuance of the pérmit.

The permit may not be applied for until
the regulations are in effect, but 1f éverything
has been done essentially up until that time; and
assuminé that the changes, 1f any, would be'minimal
in that portion of the regulations, then énybody
who fs interested would.be all set to go at the
time the regulations came into effect as far as
applying for permit, Normally our turnaround time

for processing of permit application, which essen-

this can be done faster if we put some pressure on
and put a few extra people on proéessing these -
applications. From what I have gathered, I doﬁ't
see‘that we w;ll have a lot of applications, maybe
a dozen, I am not sure, so it won't be a massive
problem;

The fee, as I mentiéned; as far as 1I
understand it, will be $25. The permits will prob-

ably be valid for a two-year period, and they will

§T9
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bé renewable at the ehd of thése<two years; so
essentially it will be a;license to be in businéss,
a continuiﬁg license to be in business in one of
these.categoriesfk |

MR. THOMPSON: I have several questions
and also a comment to make. First of all, I would
like to compliment the Fish and Wildlife Service
and the Interior Department for the interest that
you have shown in the alligator. It certainly has
beéh a turnégout from s;me Qf.our previous encoun-
ters with your oﬁfice} I for one'want to compli-~
ment you, :In fact, I‘see an engagement and prob-
abiy a wedding down the road. It looks like we
.are ggtting together on a lot of things., I am
extremely satisfied and pleased with this attitude
and I want to tell you,.

MR. PARSONS: Thank you.

MR.‘THOMBSON: I would like to point out
‘several thingéfjfoo, and I would like your comments
after I make these points, if you do have any on
them,

Many; I might say a major portion of the

people who are buying the alligator hides have at

.
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‘previous times had convictions or are hnder indict-
ment at the present time for violations of game-
laws or fur laws or hide laws; et cetera; which I
understand is one of the criteria; that they must
not have had these. I think yesterday; maybe if
you will comment again, you said something about if
they had paid their debt to socicty, they would be
eligible. I merély point this out for the record
and for this fagt, that if we don't have the neces-
sary number of buyers, processors, tanners, manu-
facturers, et cetéra; the price of the alligator
hide will go from:high to very; very low. The
interim ﬁeriod, i% a pérson buys the hides and
?aits until they are delisted where they can be
traded in ‘international trade could be éuite
lengthy. This could cause them to reduce their
price, for which I would not blame them, I would
not want to buy something and expect it to .sell
several years or a year later and bear the expense
of storing it for this time on a gamble of being
able to or not being able to sell this hide. This
is a great problem,

I would also like to point out to you

506
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the state of Louisiana ~- I know very little of

- indicates to me, I am merely pointing this out,

.are having a lot of trouble with alligators.

" whomever it fits, that we immediately take steps

that there are many other'areas, particularly in

the other stéﬁes - that are fast becoming to be
moved from the endangered over to the thfeéfenéd
area, ‘To give you an example; and I think I am
100 percent correct here; at our office in Baton
Rouge; Louisiana, we'receive an average of one |
call pef day every day of the year in reference to
depredation or annoyancé of an alligator, in maybe

downtown Baton Rouge and the-fringe areas, which

that the alligator is spreading in Louisiana.

There are many, many areas that I know now that

I would iike to urge, and this may not bg

directed to you directly but to you and others,_-

with your concurrence or through your office to
remo#e the alligator and put him on the deleted
list or take him out of the appendix; one or two,
whatever category it is;‘so that he can be traded
in interstate commerce, I would like to recomﬁend

that this process be started by mail, which appears
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to me would be something 1ike a Year sooner then
possibly 1if we wait for the convention to meet
possibly the last part of 1976 vhich again adds thd
storage time of hides and we will have probably
another season of_alligator hunting next year;
and I wquld like to see this doﬁe or started imme-
diately. From your ﬁotes I note that it will take
ma#be fourﬁor five months‘to accomplish this if at]|
that time, |

Personally; I thiﬁk that if you folks; ox
whoever makes the correspondence with the other
nations, point o@t our problem; I see no reason
for them to have ;ny animosity or any feeling that
we would be trying to get ahead of new nations
coming into the treaty; if this is properly pointed
out, and I would like to caution to make sure that
this is done, .

These are some of the thiﬁgs. Would you
comment on these; please? | |

MR, PARSONS: 6. K. As far as licenses
to applicants wﬁo have'been‘con;icted; the proposed
regulations reduire a person to supply us with

information, a statement, it says '"detailing any

i
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‘known to us lied to us on.a permit application in

.convictions or civil penalties under state or
federal law for‘taking or trafficking in wildlife
within the previous five years'". Other regulations
which don't appear in this proéqsal but other Fish
and Wiidlife regulations that govern the issuanée
of permits do pfovide that if a person has been
convicted of a crimi@al violation or a civil penalt
that relates to the thing for which they are apply-
ing, then we may refuse to issue a permit for that
person; and it is a matter of jﬁdgment on our part
as to how relevant what they did in the past is to
what they are doing pfesently.

We had one instance where a.person well

a substantial area. He was convicted.of that and
at the second trialﬂF;}the trial went twice, the
first conviction was overturned and he was tried
again, At thg first trial he perjured himself and
he was convicted of perjury charges thé second time
around. We Qould have a lot of hesitation in our
minds about issuing a permit to that fellow!
Yesterday we detailed some -- we don't

have any set guidelines on this, but certainly I

y
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think it is fair to say that if a person is pres-
ently under indictment for a crime directly‘related
to this, for illegal trafficking in alligators; foxq
instaﬁce; I don't think there ié much of any way
that we could issue him a permit, If the person
is still on probaﬁion; still serving his term or
on probation for a similar violation; I think we
would find it very difficult to iss;e a permit,

What we stated yesterday was that if ;
person had been convicted in thé past; had '"paid
his debt to society"; we wouldn't look uponlthat
. .| with the same kind c;f disfavor that we would the
others. ObviouSI; it would be an element to con-
sider, to iook at the partiéular application; the
éarticular person., I think that is a fair asseés-
ment of how we would utilize ﬁhis. So; it is not
an absolute rule ;hat anyone who had ever been
convicted of a Qiolation in this area would not be
able to‘obtain a permit or a 1icense; but we would
take a look at it and make a judgment on it with
those kindé of guidelines. |

In regard to the alligator becoﬁing more

populous in areas of this state, I am sure that thgt

666 | :
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is happening in areas of'spme dthef states. I
Qant to make it clear tﬁere_are'two kinds of
delisting. The kind we are talking about here is
under the coﬁtrol of the federal government and
it doesn't have any relationship to the treaty.
If the state wanted to delist certain other popu-
lations of alligato:é in the southeast or other
parts of the stéte; the state is welcome to sug-
gest that to us the same way they did for the -
three southwestern parishes; by petition as pro-
vided under these regulations to fhe depaftment
and they wéuld be considered likewise. The same
woﬁld go in Texas or Florida or anywhere else.
The treaty is an entirely different
matter. We could delist it completely from this
and it wou?gwstill be on the ﬁreaty, or we could
move it down from the treaty and leave it alone
here. The two donft necessarily go together.
However; I would say the fact that it is being
moved from bur endangered category to the threatened

category lends some weight.

Now the convention itself, I looked it.

¥

up and I can give you more exact times on that, foj
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‘this mail procedure to change the convention

‘requires that a party may propose an amendment and

-~ then the thing goes into effect ninety days

If two-thirds of them vote, then I think it takes

may send this to the secretariat-body; which hap+
pens to reside in Switzerland; that takes care of
it., The secretariat then communicates the proposal
to all the other partiles, and-any party has sixty
days to comment on ;his prOposal; so that is sixty
days right there.

The secretariat then takes these replies
which it has received and sends its own recommenda-
tions out and seundsthis onut again'on the circuit.

1f no objection to the amendment is received withip

e

thirty days -~ so that is sixty plus thirty, ninety

after that, so ninety and ninety is 180, that's
six months; would be the minimal period.

If there is an objection; there is then
a voting progedurer If a certain number of par-
ties do not; I think it is two-thirds of the
parties have to vote, and if not, the whole thing

is thrown into the next meeting of the parties.

a majority to bring the thing into effect. Now

§°§ . .
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that will take several months longer for-the voting
procedure., It is a very complex ﬁrocedure; ﬁut it
is better thén provided in most treaties; believe
me. Most treaties don't have any provision for it.
You have to really move‘heaven and earth to get-any
changes to the treaty. | |

So, I would say a minimum of six months,
even if you stérted today; to move this thing off
the list, under these procedures. Obvioﬁsly 1
think it will take longer.

| MR, THOMPSON: O. K.; thgt is ﬁhat I am
urging that you:do, that you sfart:the wheels
rolling on that six-months period right now, and
I would like to also ask our Director and our perxr-
sonnel to contact our Congressional delegation and
see that they will l1lend ydu any assistance which
they might be able --

MR..PARSONS: I would suggest that the
place to start it is here in this state; and that
the state communicate formally with the President
at this point in time. We don't have any formally
appointed agency under this thing; under this

treaty, and ask us to do such a thing. That is
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where 1 suggest the ball start, and thenvwe'willv

keep it rolling.
MR. THOMPSON: My recommendation now, to

make it crystal clear, I understand the deleted

lisﬁ as set forfh by the United States; but I am
talking about the international;'so let me point
out once again to yoﬁ, and this will probably

overlap; I see a great problem in thevprice that

the trapper will get for his 'gator hides this

year, due to -- and I am told this -- the. fact that

the major portion of the peopls who handle the

'gator have such :.violations as you spoke of that' -

would deny them p;rmits. Some of them have paid
their debt. In fact, probably the largest single
factor in setting the price in the United States
would be one gentleman, and I don't recall his
name, in New York who at present has some type of
litigation or;viblation pending against him who
would be a contributing factor to the purchase of
the alligéton.hide, who in all probability will
not receive‘a license, I also pointvout to you
that our major buyer that increased the price to

make it a profitable event was a gentleman from

i
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Paris; a firm'from Parie in France; and I‘wanc to
be sure that you understand mow I am speaking of
'the international when I Speak of deletion, and

I also understand and wouldklike.fox you to point
out again that even after it is deleted in these
areaé; or however the terminology is; that my
understending is that you will still, your office
will still have control over the 'gator hide-inas—
much as it will have to be properly identified as
to where it was taken in reference to the look-
alikes,

We won'it begcompleteiy-free of your of-
fice when we set ;liigator seasons and traffic
and trade.

‘MR. PARSONS: So at least if we are not
married, we will be living together for a long
time! (Laughter) |

o MR. THOMPSON: wé11, that's the way they
do it now, anyhow! |

I wouldﬂlike also to get one more comment
from you. .Do you concur with our recommendations
"from Dick Yancey that this 30-day season is enough

or not enough or just about_right, or what is your

géﬁ'@
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concurrence? .I~tﬁink.it is é9 Aays it figurds out. 

Mﬁ. PARSONS: I can't make any comment
on the length of the season. That is dependent on
the situation here aﬁd the biology and that is his
problem; not mine. |

MR. THOﬁPSON: You would have no objec-
tion then; if it meefs with the proper -

MR. PARSONS: Certainly not. My role in
this is to do the best I can to asSdre that ouf
regulations are in effect to match with your season
so that the twathings can go along simultaneously

MR. THOMPSON: I think we pointed out: to
you yesterday a p;oblem that we have in setting‘a
season, and it is most important that we set this
season today, and I think Jerry Jones is going to
make a motion to that effect, that we set a seasonJ
and make you aware again that time is of the |
essenée due to the fact that, as I am told .by the
biologists, tﬁe first cold snap which generally
comes sometime in October, could possibly come
before the end of our season; that the élligatof

doesn't necessarily hibernate but that he becomes

dormant in his feeding habits, and the major way
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of taking a 'gator is with the hook and 1ine; and
so when he is no longer hungry or exercising this
Option; that even though the 'gators come out every
warm sunny day and the average man out in the marsh
looks out and he says; "0Oh, look; there is the

alligator, there is an alligator,"

the only way it
can be taken after the_cpld weather has started or
the major way is with the rifle or gun; and that
the balting with the hook would no longer be effec-
tive. It would be so reduced that it would bé
impracticable to really be trapping the 'gator.

This fsvwhat I would 1like to make crystal
clear again to you so that you will know the impor-
tance of the speed that we need in having this com-
pletely authorizgd on the 20thiday of September,

| MR. BERRY: The 15th would be better,

MR, THOMPSON: Well; we would rather have
the 15th but we will never get that. He has alreadly
told us that because of the time. |

THE CHAIRMAN: I am awfully happy that
you brought.thaﬁ out because one of the things I

worry about is the fact that setting this season

so late or as late as it might be, it could be up

éig_% HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC., the complete convention service in new orleans



¢

®

87

in October; would resﬁit in a very sméll c;tch;wa
and someone might interpret that to meén that we
do.not have a surplus of alligators;'when actuélly'
the only thing that‘has caused us not to be able
to harvest the proper number of alligétors is the
fact that the seaéon didn't get away in time. I
would like for that.ﬁot to be construed as a
shortage of alligators or shortage of population.
Do we have any more questions by the
Commission? If we don't; I am going to open dues;
tioning to the audience. Do aﬁy of you people

3

have questions? | |

MR. GEO&GE YARBROUGH; From your conver-
sation T understood that you had to petition to
get these other parishes off the threatened into
the unlisted. Now how do you go abouﬁ that pro-
cedure and how long does it take?

MR.’PAéSONS: It took é long time the
first time you did it, Now that we have been
through it once, if this is'successful; it shouldn'
take as long. What would be required is that the

state would have to petition us; Actually, anybody

can petition us, but in this case I would assume it

W@g
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would be ﬁhe state, and-presentfmatenial, bioiogi-
cal evidence that in fact in this particular area
which we are diséussing that the alligator should
be given a different status than endéngered. Our
biologists would then look over this material and
would make a finding that there was substantial
evidence ﬁere that sémething oﬁght to be done.

Our normal proceduxe theﬁ is to publish
a notice in the Federal Registér, letting the world
know that we are considering making this change.

If this were to involve more than one state, which
it probably would?'t in this particular case, we
would notify the éovernors of those states and they
would each get ninety days in which to comment,
Otherwise, they would probably allow thirty to
sixty days, usually sixty days, for the public to
put in any information or commentary they wished

to have,

At the end of that period we would then
make a rule-making proposal to change the status of
this.particulaf population of alligators and sinqe;
when this goes into effect, we will have the entire)

structure erected, the house will be built, as it

006 .
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were; all we have to dé is.refursish one of the
rooms ‘in the house; it wén't take>near1y as long
or be nearly as_compliéated‘to do that.

We'would make a rule-making prqposal that
would be open for comment for sixty days and then |
subject to whatever éomment we got; ﬁhe thing would
then go into effect ét the end of that period. ,So;
our normal procedure wéuld take twice times éixty
days, 120 days for the normal procedure.

We don't necessafily go through this
advance notification evefy single time. It depends
on how donfrévéfsial the materiai is, how much
material we have. A lot of times the purpose for
this iﬁitial go-around, for letting people know we
are considering makiﬁg a rulé iike this, is to get
information and to allow a feedback period; So;
either it would be the larger of these two periods;
either a‘perigd of four months, basically; or a
shorter period of about half that time.

MR. YARBKROUGH: In other words; i1f any of
thése other parishes wént a season another year;
they should go to work on it now?

THE CHAIRMAN: I would like to suggest

o
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ﬁhaf y;; éontact the Commission and through-the
Commission the.Governor; and I believe yoﬁ will
find that you have all the help you want. Am I
éorrect, gentlemen?

MR. PARSONS: Definitelf.

THE CHAIRMAN: That would'be tﬂe proper
procedure, Let your'desires be known to the Com-
mission through our Director.

MR, YARBROUGH: Thank you very much.

MR, WILLE: i most certainly appreciate
the effort you Have put forth and I wqgld also
like to echo Mr;,Thémpson'S;praises-pﬁw§our pre-
sentation., I think it was very well presented,

I think you did your homework very‘well.
 MR. PARSONS: Thank you.

MR. WILLE: And I think we»may enfef
into an engagement, anyway; I don't think we will
ever get into‘é wedding situation with the federal
government. |

As 1 appreciate it, in these areas that
we have, and I ﬁould hope that you would appreciatq

it and take it back to Washington with you, that

the people in Louisiana in these southern parishes
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'do have an alligator problem. They are well aware

other parishes into this other category other than

of the problem and bilologically I am sure that we

can find sound evidence to release some of these

the endangered species. I would like for you to
carry back this, that the people of Louisiana are
not trying to make tﬁe alligator extinct by any
means. I know you have a lot of do-gooders that

as soon as the name alligator is mentioned and
because it was put on the endangered species, you
do get a lot of pressure from all over the country,
saying those Cajaps or whatever they may want to
call us are, you know, just trying to eliminate the
alligator iﬁ Louisiana, and 1 would appreclate 1it,
and I think that most of you people up there are
well aware of the fact that we do have a problem,
We have a bad alligator problem,

MR, PARSONS: 1It may be iﬂteresttng to
you that on May 1 we hosted a meeting in which we
invited all the states that were in the alligator'g
range and a number of conservation organizations

that are based in Washington, in which we laid out

the outline of this proposal before it was publishe
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I would gay; by and lérge, most of these'consérva-
tion organizations had no substantial opposition to
this proposal. They thought that it was well based
in biology and in wildlife management and that it
was an appropriate move; notwithstanding the fact
the alligator is indeed a symbol of endangered
species., That 1is not to say we won't receive
opposition; but we did run this by these people
and I would say our reception was pretty favorable.

MR, WILLE: Anyoﬁe that feels this way,
we would be happy to box one up and send'it to
them for their Backyard;

MR. BERRY: I would like to say this;
Rick, I also appreciate the fact that you guys
came down and prepared‘this présentation and we
appreciate your cooperation. I am not quite sure
what you are up to yet; you have been a little too
nice, you have scared me! I am not really sure in
my own mind you have got any business meddling in .
our state's affairs which we can manage ourselves,'
but thank yod, anyhow.

MR. PARSONS: We try not to let too many

people know what we are up to; that's dangerous! -

(Laughter)
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THE CHAIRMANi‘ If you don't mind, gentle-
men, I think we will get back to the audience. I
had invited them for their input. Do we have any-
one else who would like to ésk a question who wéuid
like to come to the mike?

MR, THOMPSON: May I say sdmething before
John Paui Crané takés the microphone?

THE CHAIRMAN: I am going to let John
"Paul Crane give you that permission. If you have
two minutes -- | |

MR. THOMPSON: Well, let me take up most
of that two minﬁtes and tell you who John Paul
Crane is. In my estimation he is one of the fore-
most alligator raisers, producers, landowners in
probably the state of Louisiana along with the
corporations that have the land. John Paul has a
tremendous knowledge of the alligator, the working
alligator in the marsh, the way that they exist;
and I had asked John a little bit earlier if he
would comment on particularly the cannibalism of
the 'gator aﬁd what is happening by the over~"
population of 'gators in your area, and I am suré

that the federal boys, all of you, Rick, are aware
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of this, I just would like it to be brought out
for those who do not know of it,

" MR. JOHN PAUL CRANE: Thank you, Mr.
Thompson. I j@st wanted to thank the gentleman,
too. Of course, in many of our areas in Camer&n
Parish'we have reached a saturation point of.alli-
gators and we are ap.a point now where we will be
going backwards. Ve are having the cannibalism
ana, of coufse, if we daqf; go ahead and have some-
thing done and harvest some of fhese big old bull
animals and so on, we are going té go backwards,
plus the fact that a lot of our landowners are
going to lgse interest an.d our trappers are going

. to lose interest. When we can have those trappers
out there and they are»making a little something
each year, that is better than five game,wardens;
and we need to get the show on the road in some
kind of way aﬁd get this animal turned into money
that we can put in our pockets, Thank you,

MR. THOMPSON: John?'wéuld you point out
and explain to the people here in the audience as.

" 'well as us what happens, when you say a bull alli-

gator, what is a bull alligator, how big is it,

Reeo ' ‘
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what doés he do.

MR. CRANE: ‘Well; of course, you have
got bulls all sizes, but those old big bulls from
eight, ten, twelve; thirteen feet long, they con-
sume supposedly ten percent of their body weight
per week, and a little four and five-foot alli-
gator and even a six;footer, they get to be pretty
goo& food, you know, for them.

MR. THOMPSON: 1In other words they kill.
them and eat them, they are cannibalistic,

MR. CRANE: Oh, I have seen it.many;
many times, the& kill off the small ones.

Thank you, gentlemen,

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank yoﬁ, sir, Anyone
else in the audience? Any othér comments or ques-—
tions from the Commission? All right,'sir, come
to the mike, please, sir,

MRz HARVEY KLEBER: My name is Harvey
Kleber. Me and my brother been raising alligators
for fwenty years, and every time we get to a point
-where we can do something, the federal regulations.
and the Louisiana regulations just cut us out,

I believe personally the only way you
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are going to have alligatoré i; if you raise theﬁ;
1f you don't raise alligators; you are not going to
ha&e alligators, They are just like a cow; a pig,
anything. | |
What is going to ruin thé alligator ﬁopu*
lation is people. People are gcipg to ruin the
alligators. ﬁhen thé population is going to get
too heavy; what you rather going to have in the
marsh, a wheatfield or a grain field, or you going
to rather have the alligétor. I think personally
if they would get the}regulations‘off the alligatorx
farmers; you would have more alligators than you
knéw what to do with. We have ten or fifteen acreg
. and we»have close to 10;000 alligators on ten
<acres; and here we aré; we can't get rid of our
alligators.
MR. THOMPSON: How mgn&?
MR. KLEBER: We have got clo§e to 10,000
on ten acres, and we can't get rid of one alligatory.
- MR, JONES: . I think he will prqbably
respond to that and I wish he would, |
MR. KLEBER: Mr, Parsons.got}them on the

threatened 1list instead of the same list as Cameron,

geo
%7323{ HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
BOVS . .



L ]

97

MR. JONES{ "He has something special for
‘the farmers.

MR..fHOMPSON: Do you feed these 'gafors?

MR. KLEBER: Sure; we feed them.

MR. THOMPSO&: What do you fegd themé

MR. KLEBER: We feed them chicken-frOm
the hatchery. Wé fgéd them from the slaughter-
houses; we feed them dead cows; anything we can
get hold of, I mean; they are not particular what
they eat. (Laughter) But right now, the way they
have all ;his set up; they are ouf-to destroy the -
alligator, mot. to raise the alligator. |

| MR..JONES: I think he said he had some-
~thing in there for you, Isn't that right, Rick?

MR. KLEBER: I think he has them in
threatened.

THE CHAIRMAN: No, he has a special deai
for farmers. Mr. Parsons.

MR, PARSONS: The classificationé of
alligators, endangered, threatened or delisted;
apply to animals as they occur in the wild, not as
they occur in captivity. We have proposed to deal

with the captive alligator question by treating it
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;é a look—alike; in which case it iswtfééted as 1if
it were threatened, Being threatened;permits are
available under the special purpose caﬁégory; and
'pefmits could be available to alligétor farmers
under that.category. |
As 1 said, this is a proposal, -This is

probably the area of'our regulations which needs
the most work at this point in time and needs the
most suggestions in the way of how we dokand what
it looks like, and 1if you are able, you know, to
translate from this into English,;i would,-you
know, urge you to read it and work with the state .
people and give us some suggestions on how best to
do the job. The essential idea again is that we
need control over what haﬁpené‘to those thihgs
when they go ih commerce,

| MR. KLEBER: May I ask one more thing?
To me, it loqks like the alligator raisers need
the incentive to raise élligators. They don't
give us no incentive to raise alligators. They
have plenty of people there around Pontchatoula
want to raise alligators, but every time they put

a few in the pond, they either come get them or

HEH
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"1 tell them they can't raise the alligators or

nothing. I have people call me from all over the

United States, asking me about selling them alli-

gators, and I can't sell my alligators.

MR. THOMPSON: Where is this?

MK. KLEBER: 1In Pontchatoula.

MR. THOMPSbN:' Well, you are out of the
three-parish area there --

MR. KLEBER: That's right,'correét.

‘MR. THOMPSON: -~ but I don't believe y

quite understand it, Under this --

MR, KLEBER: I understand, I understand

what he did., I uhderstand the situation.

MR. THOMPSON: Now you can apply for a
permit and you will be ablg to sell them.

MR. KLEBER: Correct, but you see, the
idea is, you just don't raise alligators in one
year. You have got to raise alligafors over a
period of twenty or thirty years.

MR. THOMPSON: But I want you to under-

stand that now you have a vehicle or a means to

sell and trade and kill and cure your hides of

your alligators.

oy
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a@ telling you.
supply the whole
to get'alligator
them a reason to
make a new law.
around the house

license, the man

mean you all, I

MR. KLEBER: Correct, but that is what I

or he couldn't keep them. I didn't necessarily

that is what I was telling you, when they come

down to the people orAthe alligator, the alligator

gof to go. He ain't going to kill the people just
. to keep an alligator!

THE CHAIRMAN: Lét me see if I can help
you with your problem, sir. I beiieve‘if you would
ask Mr. Alleﬁ Ensminger, he would help you f£fill
out - the propgrvforms to get permission to farm
your alligators and dispose of them.

MR. KLEBER: Well, I believe he will.
Mr. Ensminger been helping me now’for about ten
years that I know of. |

"THE CHAIRMAN: Well, see Mr, Ensminger .

As far as the market, we cannot
market, No one person can; but
farmers started; you got to give
get started, and evéry year tﬁey
I know three years ago they come
thefg and anybody didn't have a

had to get rid of the alligator

was just talking about the whole +

[}
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and make out the proper reéuest.
' MR. KLEBER: But we still havglthe alli-
égtorsf‘ | | | | |

MR; ENSMINGER: ABout the‘only responée
I can make there is we have got bureaucrats in
Louisiana; too! But; of ccurse; Hérvéy and Robert
Kleber aré the'biggeét alligator farmers in the
United States.' There are some alligator farmers
in Florida that almost eéual these two young men's
activity; but they have beén extremely understand-
ing. They have been very patient and conseduently
they have sﬁent.a hell of a lot of money on alli-

~g£tors with very little income.

They did harvest a small number of.a111~
gator skins in the '72 and '73 seasons and sold
them at the time the wild alligators wérévharvested
but this was just aln;minal effort on their part
és far as‘their expense,

We havg.poiﬁted out repeatedly to the
Fish and Wildlife‘éérvice in the bromﬁlgation of
these régula%ions that these alligator f§rmers mus f]
have’sdmevvelp and relief. Their Congrgssman, |

Henson Moore from the Florida parishes, is very
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with, 1 understand that a permit will be forth-

. coming and"they'probébly will be able to handle

cognizant of thei: problem and has been in very
close communication with the Office of'Endangered
Species, as well as John Bréaux from southwest
Louisiana, an& we certainly assure these people
that we are going to continue to work toward help?
ing them with their aliigato: prqblem just as we
are with our wild aiiigator population.

MR, YANCEY: What can they do this seasonf

MR. ENSMINGER: Well, of course, as Rick

has pointed out here, regulations will be worked

alligator transasctions at the end of this alli-
gator season., Is this correct, Rick?

MR, PARSONS: I can hardly refuse, cén
1? Let me make one thing clear, This is probably
the most difficult area in these reguiations-as fay
as any single particular problem, partially because
of the structure of the law, to work out a reason-
able solution. The proposal we have would allow
people to seek‘permits at the time the regulations
go into effect, and they should be able to market

hides under those permits during the 1l.e gal season}|

34
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This is wh;t we plan to propose. There are altern4~
tive ways of han&ling it within the regulations ang
some areas we have to look at very closely.

MR. WILLE: Rick, I had a duescion a
while ago I was going to ask you, Don't you think
that that portion of the regula;iop wbile’yog are
here and you are askiﬁg input op»it; these farmers
certainly do deserve some special consideration
after they have raised these alligaﬁors and they
are just lying there and they have a lot of money
tied up and can't drav it out? |

Also; while you are looking at the regu-|
lation, don't youathink it would Be fair to take
a look at the r egulations and to maybe write in
fhe regulations where the pérmit might be avail-
able for someone who would want to go into the
alligator raising business?

MR. PARSONS: The way the regulations
are structured is a pretty loose and flexible
arrangement. It would not preclude anybody from
going into the business.

MR, WILLE: I sece,

MR. PARSONS: A lot would depend on how
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" he started.

| MR. WILLE: 1It was my un&erstandingAwhen
the gentleman came up here that it was very hard
to get into the business. What ybu are saying in
essehce is if they want to get into the business,
they can apply for a permit and raise alligators;
Is that right?

MR. PARSONS: Yes, 1 am saying it is
possible, The purpose for the permit is so that
we can handle each case on an individual basis
and look at the facts of that case. I woﬁldn't
see any reason ﬁhy if would preclude someone from
going into the business. If he wanted to go out
in the wild in areas where the alligators were
endangered and.get his initial.stoék by éulling a
whole area‘of alligators, I think we would look
askance at that. . On ﬁhe_other hand, if he bought
breeding stock f%;m other farhers, that would be
a different matter entirely,

We have got a lot of different animal
breeders of animals that are now on the endangered
species list. They are in the same category. It

ranges from wolves to leopardé to tigers and God
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knows what else, but those are the ones that we -

know about, so it is not a prqblem that is unique
to alligators as far‘as the Endangered Speciles Act
kind of having a man stuck with a lot of things on
his hands that he can't move in interstate commercH
any longer. They.can be sold within the state
under any.circumstanées. The federal law does not
go to that and there have been a number of such
transactions from some of these breéders, but it
is not satisfactory and we are aware of that.,

That is why I indicated our overall
solution would be to attack the problem of all
éaptive wildlife Lhich happen to be endangered
speciés at one tiﬁe, everything from peregrine
falcons to wolves, We recognize the problem that
is here and we have made an attempt at a way to
treat it., I do think it is the most difficult
area we have,‘but we are aware of it. We are awar
of the problem and we intend to have some way to
handle 1it.

THE CHAIRMAN: 1If there 1is no other dis-

cussion, we are ready for the motion, Jerry.

MR, JONES: I make a motion that we

W
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establish a‘season for the taking ofTaITigafors
from September 20 to October 19; 1975, in Cameron,
Calcasieu and Vérmilion Parisﬁes upder tﬁe-sape
guidelines we ﬁad for the last season.
MR. THOMPSON: Second.
THE CHAiRMAN: It has been moved by Mr;
Jones, seconded by Mr. Thompson, that we set a
season for the harvesting of alligators from
September 20 to October 19. Any discussion?
Those in favor, say aye. |
IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed,.no.
| X (No résponse)
So ordered. | '
(The full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.)
WHEREAS, Louisiana's efforts
to manag; the resident population of
alligators for the past fifteen years
has substantially increaéed the total

population, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wild

00
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Life and Fisheries Commission has,
during 1972 and 1973, successfully
demonstrated that a periodic commercial
harvest, based upon comprehensive pop-
ulation inventories, can be closely
controlled, and

WHEREAS, data collected during
the 1972 and 1973 seasons and from
aerial inventory during July, 1975,
reflects that the seasons were bene-
ficial in all respects, and

WHEREAS, population levels
in the marshes of_Cameron, Vermilion
and Calcasieu Parishes now warrant
ﬁhe establishment and bontinuatipn of
an experimental season in this region
of the state, and

WHEREAS, it has been deter- .
mined from the past two experimental
seasons that the system developed for
conducting the harvest of animals through
a rigidly controlled set of. regulations

worked out extremely well, and

B5eee,
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WHEREAS, no eQidencé was foﬁnd
that the opening of an experimental
‘season encouraged illegal killing of
‘theSe reptiles, and |

WHEREAS, alligators are a
>renewab1e resource and should be
managed on a suétained yield basis,
thereby providing economic incentive
for preserving marshlands, and

WHEREAS, the Alligator
Committee of the Sbutheasterﬁ Aéso—
ciation of Game and Fish Commissions
has'promulgated an alligator recovery
plan for Louisiana and the southeastern
United States, and

WHEREAS, the director,.u. S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, issued a
-notice of progosed rulemaking to remove
the American alligator from endangq:ed
or threatened status entirely in Cameron,
Vermilion and Calcasieu Parishes,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVﬁD

that another experimental alligator

569 |
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séason be hereby established in accord-

ance with the following regulations; no

exceptions of these procedufés will be
permitted; and anyone taking.alligators
contrary to these regulations will be
charged in accordance with the Louisiana

Revised Statutes and/or Endangered

_Species Act of 1973:

1. Open afeaAn Coastal marshes inciuding
converted marshland. Alligators
may be taken in Cameroanariéh;
in Vermilion Parish south of State
Highway 14; in Calcasieu Parish
south of Inter~state Highway 10
and State Highway 108 to the junc-
tién with State Highway 27, thence
south and west of a line between
Highway 27 and Calcasieu Locks,
then.soufh of Intracoastal Canal
to the Cameron Parish line, An
estimated 95,000 alligators are
present in this area outside the

‘refuges., No more than eight
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percenf of this éopulationkmay be
taken during the season,

2, Harvest Season - The open séason
shall run for a-thirty-day period
beginning on Saturday, September 20,
1975, and continue through Sunday,
October 19, 1975.

Size - No alligators under four
feet in 1ength.ﬁay oe taken,

3. Harvest methods - Alligators may
be taken only during thé daylight
hours, between one~half hour before
official sunrise to oné;half hour
#fter sunset. Special instructiomns
will be issued to the holdé:s of
alligator hunter 1icensés shortly
before the opening of the season
desgribing detailed methods regard-
ing the ékinning of alligators,.
Skins processed contrary to the
specific'reéuirements of the Com-
mission will be considered illegal.

Pole hunting is prohibited to protect

000
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nesting female populations.

4., ~ Licenses - An alligatof hunfer must
ﬁave a valid commercial alligator
hunter license to take, transport
or sell alligators or their skins.
The fee for the license is $25.,00
per year aﬁd is non-transferable.
In order to obtain the license, he
must have resided in Louisiana'fpr
one year preceding the season. He
must complete applicatién forms
provided by the Commission and
furnish proof that he owns -the
land or has én agreement with the
landowner to hunt alligators on the
specified property. Information as
to the location and acreage of the
property'must be provided.
Applications must be sqbﬁitted
between the dates August 25 and
September 19, 1975, The alligator
hunter license will be issued only

‘after the hunter has satisfactorily

peed . . .
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complied with the above requirements.

An exact copy of the approved appli-
cation form must be carried while in
thé éct of hunting alligators. A -
fur buyer license or fur dealer
license is required for purchésing
and handliﬁg raw alligator skins in
Louisiana. Persons or firms entex-
ing alligators and/or parts in

interstate commerce in the course

of a commercial activity must be

licensed in accordance with State

and Federal Regulations,.

Tagging. In addition to a wvalid
commercialhalligato: hunting 1icense;
the hunter must also obtain from the
Commission, and have in his posses-
sion while hunting, official tags
which must be firmly attached to

each alligator skin immedi&tely

upon taking. Numbered tags and

tagging pliers will be issued to

license holders for a sum of $5.00.

& .
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The tags must be attéched;appfoxiw
mately six iInches from the tip of
tﬁe tail end of the skin. The tag
must'reméin attached to the skin
until finally-processed by the.
fabfiqator. It shall be illegal
to possess'alligator‘skins in
Louisiana without wvalid official
tags attached., Official élfigator
tags will be issued only to alli-
gator hunters and only to those
who hage_authorized.applications.
The numLer of tags will be issued

on the basis of the area and quality

‘'of the habitat, and the rate per

acre will be fixed based on extensive
population estimates., Tags will be
isgued‘for alligator habiﬁat only,
based on final decision of the
technician, No more than this

fixed number of tags will be issued,
Each official tag will bear a

characteristic number and a duplicate
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.fab;.and the tag numbers issued to
each hunter will be recorded. Unused
tags must be returned to the Commis-
sion., Lost or stolen tags will not
be repiaced but must be reported.
Tags cah be used only on the lands
applied féf and approved on the
application.

6. Alligator Farmers and Breeders.
Licensed alligator farmers or
breeders will be issued permits to
kill and skin their alligators but
must follow the same rules and
regulations which apply to wild
-alligatoré. No alligators on
breeding farms may be killed without
such a permit., Tagging validation
is Fequired on skins taken., Alli-
gator farmers and breeders mﬁst
complﬁ with Federal Regulations
governing ca?tive réised alligators.

7. Harvest Rates. Only eight percent

of overall population in open seasbn

)
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area may be takén. ~Tags will be.
‘issuéd on the fqllowing basis:
Cameron and Calcasieu Parishes -
Braékish Marsh, one per 400 acres;
"Intermediate Mm“féﬁ; one per 100
acres; Fresh, one per 150 acfes;
Pump-off district, regardless of
marsh type, one per 500 acres.
Vermilion Parish - Intermediate
Marsh, one per 100 acres; Fresh,
one per SOQ acreé; Brackish marsh,
ohe per 150 acres; Pump-off Dis-
'trict, 1 per 500 acres.

8. Validation of alligator skins -
All alligator skins taken during
the experimental alligator season
shall be checked and a second tag
fixgd by‘personnel of the Louisiana
Wild Life and Fisheries Commission
at the headquarters of the Rocke--
feller Refuge on October 20, 21; 22;
1975, Any skin not processed by

‘this validation system on one of

g:@ _ : -
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these dgtes éhall bé considered to
be illegal. The holders of alli-
gator hgnfing licenses must bring
their skins to Rockefeller for
validation on one of these three
dates between the hours of 8300'a.m.
and 5:00 p;m. Spécial dressing
instructions will also be verified,
and any skius nqt'prepared accord-
ing to instructions issued in
advance of seéson will be consiéered
illegéi. Unused tags will be returned
at this time. Validation tags must
remain attached to the skin until
finally-prdcessed by.the fabricator.
9. Shipment. All-raw alligator skins
shipped ocut-of-state must bear
off}cial shipping tags provided
by the Commission. Forms provided
must be filled out completely and
returned to the Commission within
15 days following the close of each

season, No raw alligator skins may

IGCD
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be shipped from the state after

sixty days following the close of

the season without first obtainiﬁ%.i.

a}pgrmit from the.Commiséion, Raw

alliggtor skins and par£s transpofted

in the course of a commercial activity,

shipped orAtransported within thé

state must be labeled with tags

issued by the Commissicen describing

the number of skins/parts, the con-

signor, shipping point, consigneeand

destihation. All parts of alligators;

other than the raw skins, shipped orx

transported within or out of the

state must be clearl& labeled with

the license number of the alligator

hunter and the number of the official

tag which was attached to the alli-

gator skin.’

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED

that the adﬁinistrative'responéibility for
conducting this‘séason'shall rest with

J. Burton Angelle, Director of the Louisiana

szee
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. Wild Life and Fisheries Commission.

THE CHAIRMAN: I want to say one thing,
Mr. Parsons, ‘wé appreciate a great deal your com-
ing here because I believe I understand and have
tried to understand your problems better than we
did in the past, and I hope that our input and
our'questions have nelped you understand the prob-
lems of the Lonisiana alligator hunter and the
Louisiana alligator farmer much better. I,want to
commend you on your attitude on the questions we
have asked, and 1f we have asked any questions that
seemed to encroach unon your authority, it was
inadvertent, we did not mean it to be that way.

MR, PARSONS: I would like to thank you
all and say that I have learned a lot by coming
down here and I think this kind of discussion is
the only way we can do business, and I reallyvthink
I have a much better appreciation fot what .the
problems are, although we worked largely through
your state people and I think we were aware of
all of these things, and if we can continue this,
I think we can solve a lot of problems that face

both of us., 1 appreciate the opportunity to come
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down here and speak~t§ you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me séy this as Chair-
man of the Commission. We have some of the finest
and most knowiedgeable people that I know of any;
where in the United‘States'ﬁorking with this Com-
mission and if you care to visit down here for
further information.énd contact our Director or
our Assistant Director; Mr. Yancey; I am sure pro-
‘vision will be made for you to visit and pick up
any knowledge you need. Thank you very much,

| Mr. Yanqey; I will ﬁurn.it back over to
you.

MR. THOMPSON: Mr. Luttrell; I wasn't
,égite following you, but I was fixing to make an
invitation. I think you just did. To invite.you
while you are here, if you ali have an extra day
or two and you would like to go into the marsh
and see some pf.thgse things firsthand; we would
be glad to arrange for Allen and Dick and some of
them to take you. If you are of that desire, if
"you will communicate with Allen or Dick; we would
be most pleased to have you andvhost you and put

you in the marsh. -

669 . : :
gggg HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
&80 :



120

@‘. .o Mﬁ; PARSONS: It may not be on this
visit; but as long as i won't be known as the
,federal bureaucrat who didn't return; I will be
more thanm happy to accept your invitation,
THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Mr, Yancey.
MR. YANCEY: O. K.; at the next Commis-
sion meeting I preguﬁe that the Commission will
set tﬁé detailed regulations for the hunt. Now,
while Mr. Parsons is here, I would suggest that
Mr. Kleber and Mr. Ensminger meet with him énd
perhaps they could make a recommendation that
. ]| would be forwarded iﬁ now, because as he said;
théy aré not locked in‘cement with these proposed
. regulations, and maybe this wording in this thing
could be adjusted somewhat.to_cdver the problem
that they have there, because they areAgoing»to

take into consideration up until September 8 com-

ments and recommendations on changes on the regula
tions published in the Federal Register at this
time,

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Are we going to

advance any recommendations.on these regulations?

MR. YANCEY: We are going to have to, to

s059 _ ‘
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comply with our state régiéter pfoblem;_going to
_Gerald Martinez; and then the CommissionAwill act
on the details of these regulations at the August

meeting., |

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: My duestion was; a?e
we providing any further input into the comments
that the Bureau willjbe receiving at this time?

MR. YANCEY: So far as I know; we have’
no plans to offer any comments,

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Allen;'Ted; are we
going to provide any further recoﬁmendations for
consideration in the Register?

| MR. ENSMINGER: Not that I am aware of
,at ‘this time. I am sure these regulations, as we
read fhem and try to diéest them, we will see
other things, but as far as I know, no.

THE CHAIRMAN: This wouldn't be the
proper time t9 suggest-the extension of the. area?

MR. ENSMINGER: No, that comes under a
different entity, a separate entity.

MR. YANCEY: O, K., we‘have a request
from the Catahoula Parish Police Jury to make a

change in the deer season that has already been

008 . A
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‘established by the Commission for that érea;
gasically, they are asking'that the still huﬁting
season on deer that is scheduled froﬁ November 1
to November 21 be cancelled and that that number
of days be added onto the last segment of the deer
season, There is‘a still hunt and then there are
two separate segments for dog hunting allowed up
there., Of course, this would constitute an abso-
lute major change in the deer hunting regulations
in Areas 1 and 2, and we would recommend that the
Commission make no change at this time.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard tﬁe recom-
mendation, Is théré any discussion?

MR, WILLE: Yes., I am going to make a
ﬁotion.‘

THE CHAIRMAN: All right.

MR. WILLE: I am going to make a motion
that we do not change any of the regulations. If
we.can't change for one area, then we should nof
change for another.

MR. THOMPSON: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr, Wille;

seconded by Mr, Thompson, that we do not change
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regulations in one area since we did not change
regulations in another area. Those in favor; say
aye. | |

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed; no.

(No responsé)

So ordered;

Dick, you have something else?

"MR. YANCEY: Yes, I do. The Commission
now has to set the dates for --

MR, THOMPSON: Dick, exéuse me a minute,
Does. that hold true for the next meeting, too?
Yoﬁr motion is for this year? |

MR. WILLE: Yes. | )

DIRECTCR ANGELLE: Yes, after they are
published, we afe not goiné to change them,

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes. Go ahead.

MR.’YANCEY: It is now time to set the
hunting season dates for doves, rails; snipe;
gallinule, teal, woodcock -~

THE CHAIRMAN: Could I deviate from
this for just-a second? I have a small thing

that needs to be done. Would you mind? With the
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permission of the Commission;'l woul& liké_to devi-
ate from.this. Mr. Braud came into the audience
after I had introduced our visitdrs, and I notice
he has with himAthe new executive secretary of the
Wildlife Federation., I would like to introduce
Mr. Braud now, who is the presént president of the
Wildlife Federation and ask him to introduce the
new secretary, '
MR. FRANCIS BRAUD: Thank you; Mr. Chairt
man and Members of the Commission, Mr. Angelle;
members of yvour staff, ladies and gentlemen, ‘I

have to apolégize for being late.. I had automobil

114

trouble so I had to get Mr. Fontenot to go com-
pletely out of his way to come get me and bring
me he?e, and that is the reasoﬁ why we were late.
I would like to take this opportunity
to intréduce Mr, William Fontenot, our new execu-
tive director, Mr. ﬁilliam Fontenbt, and I .am sure
he will cooperate with any of the brganizationsin
the state that will be conderned.with the conservat
tion of our natural resources.
I would like to take a minute, too, Mr.

Chairman, if you don't mind, to say this, tﬁat we
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concur ﬁiﬁh thevresolutibn -

MR. THOM?SON: We haven't made it yet.
fréncié; why don't you stay at the microPhone; if
you_will; and Mr. Wille has this resolution and;
as 1 am.acting for Mr. Luttre11;~1'will call on
him'towmake the resolution.

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Thompson, we have
something élse that has come up that makes it
necessary that I go along with the hunting seasons
and then I will call on Mr. Wille for this special
affair. Mr. Braud, have you finished with your
iﬁtrodﬁction?

MR. BRAUD: 0. K.; we will come back to

~the resolution.

| MR. YANCEY: We have a letter from the
Fish and Wildlife Service outlining the framework,
the bag 1imits; the number of hunting days on
doves, rails,'snipg; gallinule, teal and woodcock,
and we have to set these hunting season dates at
this time. I would like to call on Larry Soileau,
biologist with the Game Division, to make the
recommendations of the Division in connection with

hunting season dates on these species.

B969 .
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THE CHAIRMAN: We.wiil take tha; noﬁ;
Mr. Soileau.

MR; SOILEAU: Before making my recommen-
dation for the dove season this year; I would like
to briefly review the results of the dove season
which we had last year. We had a 70-day season.
The state was zoned into two areas, one north of
Highway 190 and one south of 130, We had separate
seasons., In the northern zone we had a three-way
split with one segment; the first segment; begin-
ning on September 1 through the 15, and it was
designed to harvest our locally produced doves,

We had a season which began on October 12 and ran
through Novembef 17; and a final segment; December
21 through January 7.

If you will take a look at this map, you
will see that the primary production and harvest
area in the September season was in the northeastegn
part of the state, with a harvest of 211,000 doves
In the southern zone, the primary harvest area is
the southwestéfn part; with a total harvest of
459,000 doves. In the southern zone, doves are

not present in huntable numbers in September.

%aeq .
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Therefore we h;ve a fwofway Split; with’ﬁhe'first”*
split beginning on October.12 last year, and then
a final segment which inciudes the Christmas holi-
days and allows the harvest of the final push of
doves which come in late winter. -

Ovefali in the northern zone; we killed
758;000 &oves; in the southern zone, 597;000, for
a total harvest of about 1,3 millién ddves.-

The season that the Game Division would
like to recommend this year tracks that of last
year., The Fish and Wildlife Service framework
allows a season get from September 1' through
January 15. 1If ;Bu will take a look at the calen-
dar over at the other end, you will notice that
September 1 fails on a Monday; and the framework
will not allow us to back up thfough Auguét 30,
which we would probably like to do. Therefore, we
are recommending that the first segﬁent of .the
dove season in the northem zone open on Saturday,
September 6; and run through Sunday; September 21,
for a total of.16 days.

The second segmént; north zone; October

11 through November 16, for a total of 37 days,

8260 :
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12 and 24 in possession.

and a finai segment in the northern zone, opening
Saturday; December 2@;'through‘January 5; for a
total of 17 days; giving a total season in the
north zéne of 70 days.

In the south zone, that area of the
state south of Highway 190, we recommend a season
opening on Saturday{.0ctober 11; runniﬁg through
November 30; for a total of 51 days; and the‘
second segment opening on Saturday; December 20,
through January 7; for a tbtalAOf‘19 days; giving
a total in the south zone of 70 déys.

The bag liﬁit, of courée, and possession]

limit will be the same as it has been in the past,

MR. THOMPSON: I move that we accept
the recommendations presented by Mr., Soileau.

MR. JONES: Second.

THE’CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr,. Thompson;
seconded by'Mr. Jones. Those in favor; éay aye.

IN UNISON: Aye, '

THE CHAIRMAN: 0ppos§d; no.

| (No respdnse)

'So ordered.
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_ MR. SOILEAU: Next I have the framework
and bag limit on rails.. The framework is from
September 1 througﬁ January 20; with a bag limit
of 15; 30 in possession, We have 70 consecutive
fulllda§s and we recommend Saturday; Novembér 1;
running for 70 days; through January 9,

MR. JONES: I move.

MR. THOMPSON: Second,

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Jones and
seconded by Mr. Thompson. Those in favor; say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE-CHAIRMAﬁ: Opposed; no.

(No response)

Unanimously approved. Take the next one;
please; sir. |

MR. SOILEAU: 0. K. Woodcock; we have
a framework, September 1 through February 28. Bag
limit of 5, possession limit of 10,.for 65 days,
and we recomménd Saturday; December 6, ruﬁning
through February 8, a total of 65 days.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have'heard the recom-
mendation,

MR. JONES: So move.

§eg&
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MR. THOMPSON: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Joﬁes;
seconded by Mr, Thompson. Those in favor;.say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed, no.

(No response)

Unanimouslj approved., Take the next one,
pléase.

MR. SOILEAU: O. K., Next we have snipe.
We have a framework, September 1 through February
28, bag limit of‘8; 16 in possessiﬁn, for 65 days;
and we recommend Saturday, December 6, through
Feb?uary 8.
| THE CHAIR&AN: You have heard the recom-
mendation, |

MR. THOMPSON: So move.

MR. BERRY: Second.

THE‘CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Thompsoﬁ;
seconded by Mr. Berry. Those in favor, say aye.

IN UNISON: Ayé.

THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed; no.

(No response)

Unanimously ébproved.

5600 . . :
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-MR. SOILEAU: Néxc we have gallinules.
The framework; September 1 through January 20.
Bag limit of 15; 30vin'possession; 70 consecutive
days. We are recommending September 20 through |
November 28.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the recom-
mendation} |

MR, WILLE: So move.

MR, THOMPSON: Second,

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr, Wille;
seconded by Mr., Thompson. Those in favor, say aye

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed; no.

(No response)

'So ordered.

MR. SOILEAU: Finally; we have a teal
season to set; and this teal season the framework
is September 1 through September 30, The bag limi
is 4, with 8 in possession; and we have here a
chart of the monthly teal population estimates in
Louisiana from 1969 to '74, with the framework
outlined in red, and the Game Division recommends

that the season open on Saturday, September 20,
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and run through Sundéy; September,éS; for a total
of nine days.
MR. BERR?: ‘So move;
MR. JONES: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by,Mr.vBerry;
seconded by Mr. Jones. Those in favor; ééy aye.
IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed; no.
‘ (No response)
" So ordered; Unanimous. Thank you; Mr.,
Soileau, |
(The full .text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.)
WHEREAS, the Commission has
heard the recommendations from the Game -
Division for the dove, rail; snipe;
gallinule, teal and woodcock seasons, and
WHEREAS, these recommendations
fall within the framéwork aé given to the
Commission’by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife
Service; and

WHEREAS, the dates selected
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seém_to be in the besf interest of the
sportsmen of §ur state; |
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the Louisiana wild Life and Fish—
eries Commission adopt the seasons for
these species as recommended by the
technical staff'of the Game Division.
THE CHAIRMAN: ©Now I want to explain
why we had to break as we did. Mr..Yancey had a
very; very important call to be made to Canada
aﬁd we couldn't wait any longer, and that neces-
sitated me breaking into the resolution,
Now we have a vecry special communication
to be handled by Mr. Wille, and if we may; at this
time I will call on Mr. Wille to handle that.

MR. WILLE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I would like to read into the record of the Louis-

iana Wild Life and Fisheries Commission meeting
at this date the following resolution:
WHEREAS, the members of the
Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries
Commission and all Louisiana sportsmen

were shocked and saddened by the recent
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death of Dan Greene, Outdoor Writer for
the Times-Picayune, and.
WHEREAS, the Commission would

be remiss in not pausing quietly in its

deliberations and retreating momentarily

from its business affairs to honor the
memory of the 1éte Dan Greene;Aconsole
his family and consider his loss;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the Louisiana Wild Life and Fish-
eries'Commission declares that:

The late Dan Greene was a
dedicateé,.impartial and fair outdoor
writer, a prudent conservationist, an
avid sportsman, and the fe;rless supporter
of all Louisiana sportsmen;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
members qf the Louisiana Wild Life and-
Fisheries Commission extend to the family
of Dan Greene their sympathy forlthe

great personal loss that his death has

‘brought upon them, but encourage them

to realize and believe that his death

geeD
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_his passing. I am Francis Braud, President of

is not an énd but a change to a new
eternally happy life.
FINALLY, BE IT RESOLVED that
in the death of Dan Greene the members
of the Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries
Commission and all Louisiana sportsmen
have experienceﬁ the earthly d;mise of
a éuiet, humble gentleman and a»true
friend.
MR. FRANCIS BRAUD: The Louisiana Wild-
life Federation concﬁrs with tﬁis'resolqtion and
we will also -extend a similar resolution to the

family of Dan Greene expressing our sympathy towargd

the Louisiana Wildlife Federation, and we concuf
with your resolution and we wili hgye one prepared
in the same manner. Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Would you like, Mr. Braud}
to move the adoption of this resolution?

MR. BRAUD: I would like to mave.the
adOption‘of this resolﬁtion on behalf of the
sportsmen of Louisiana, the Louisiana Wildlife

Federation and all the sportsmen of Louisiana, 1

:
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A1l right, now that brings us down to Mr. Smith.

so move, Mr., Chairman,

| THE CHAIRMAN: I would like to second it
as Chairman of the Commission. Those in favor;
say aye;

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAiRMAN: Unanimously adopted.

MR. WILLE: I would like to make avail-
able a copy of the resolution to the press; in
case they would like a copy.

MR. BRAUD: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Braud.

MR. KEN&ETH SMITH: Mr. Chairman and
Members of the Commission, the first item I have
6nAthe agenda is the consideration of bids for a
fish holding shed at our Beechwood Fish Hatche?y.
He are presently enlarging this hatchery and we
will need thig facility to hold and sort and treat
fish for diseases before shipment. At the present
time we have $21,808 approved for construction of
the.shed; However, the low bid as received by the
Facilities flanning Control bffice is $23,654,

This leavesus $1,846 short of meeting the low bid.
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Since this facility has ju;t minimum
specifications that we think will do the job, we‘
would like to ask tha; the Director be authorized
to enter into a contract with the low bidder; pfo—
viding the Division of Administration approves
the transfer of this $1,846 out of our cﬁrrent
operatihg budget. I would like to recommend that
‘the Director be authorized to do this,

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the recom-
mendation. What is the pleasure of the Commission
MR. BERRY: So move. |

MR. JONES: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Berry,l
seconded by Mf. anes. Those in favor; say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed, no.

(No response)

So.ordered. ‘

(The full text of the

resolution is here made

a part of the record.)
WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wild

Life and Fisheries Cdmmission has

Lo~
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‘a;éilable $24;500 for constructiﬁg'a
fish holdiﬁg shed at the Beechwood
Fish Hatchery at Woodworth;~Lduisiana;
~and _

WHEREAS, only $21,808 of this
amount is available for actual construc-—
tion, $2,696 being obligated for archi-
tecturai fees, et cetera, and

WHEREAS, the low bid submitted
for this facility was $23,654 by Wiggens
Gravel-Company of Alexandria,

-THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that
the‘Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries
Commission hereby authorizes the Director
to enter into contract with the low bidder
for the full amount of $23,654, providing
a request to the Division of Administration
.to use $¥’846,9f current operating funds
(1975-76 budget) is approved to furnish
this amount, |

MR, SMITH: Mr.'Chairman; our second item
concerns Lake Bistineau. This past week we have

been involved in some aquatic vegetation surveys

5060, ‘
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plus some fish population surveys on the_lgk; to.
bring you the latest inforﬁation posgibie on the
current status up there.

We héven't had time to prepare charts on
the fish population since we just wpund up there
Friday afternoon with our sampling, but I would
like to suggest some fhings here that are a little
haywire on the lake, We'find~an enlarged bluegill
population of the small fish. This-is not a good
sign in the lake, We also find an increased‘popu-
laﬁion of shad, Now there are other itemé here;
such as in our végetatién surveys, and I have a
chart which I think you can see.

Overall we had a 27 perceﬁ; decreasea in
vegetation from '74 to '75, Now the biggest paft
of this decrease was in the deeper water, four to
eight feet. We had 11 percent decrease in the
shallow water, zero to four feet. This is the areﬁ
that lends itself best to drawdowns. We feel that
the turbidity last year,'ﬁlus the higher water,
that we did get’the lake down to five feet a couple
of times, which has probably caused a shock effect

on this vegetation and has reduced the amount from

90 ' '
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‘74 to '75.

1 ﬁill go through these charts ;- I have
four or five of them heré - duickly and show what
has happenéd frgy-year Fo yéa?. _A§H¥ou will noticf;
this is the chart with all the colors and it does
show where the yearx of the greatest vegetation
problem'was. That was in 1974. In 1972 we had
areas of severe infestation primarily in the
shalloﬁ end; and we had some moderate to light
infestations; and this was mainly in the deeper
water, | |

The black iines‘all-show«the trend-set
lines whlch we conduct annually now with our
weed surveys., The lake was not drawn down in '72
or '73. 1In 1974 the gates wgre opened but it
didn't go down all the way. Now this (indicating)
is.the 1973 infestation which was an incréase over
1972, Our worst year w;s '74 where we had .severe
infestations, pérticular&yin the shallow part of
the upper end of the lake, We had some severe
problems th;n énd it got pretty bad in the lower

end next to the dam,

So, even though the degree of infestation
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has reduced:iﬁ 1975; the éréas still présent a
pfoblem in the shallow'water; and as a result of
this and also some of the fish population informa-
tion we-have; we would recoﬁmend that the lake bé

drawn down again this year, beginning the day aftet

e

Labor Day, which is September 2, and the gates
be closed on January‘lo, 1976, That would be oﬁr
recommendation; gentlémen.
THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the recom-
mendation., What is your pieasure?
MR, BERRY: So move.
MR, THOMPSON: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Berry,
csecon ded by Mr, Thompson. Those in favor, say aye
IN UNISON: Aye. |
THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed, no.
(No response)
Unanimous. |
(The full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.)
WHEREAS, receﬂt aquatic weed |

surveys have been conducted on Lake

B
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of the regulér agenda. I have under other busi-

ness

Commission, if you don't mind, but before I do

that,

in time to meet the desires of the federal boys,

we will have our August meeting on the 28th and

29th

Bisﬁineau and although chey indicate an
overall 27 pércent reduction in vegeta4
tion there remains a severe infestation
in the shéligw zero to four foot depths, and
WHEREAS, recent fish popéiation
surveys 1ndi§até a significant increase
i;'gizzard shad'which should be controlled -
by natural predation,
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that
the Louisiana Wild Life and_Fishefies_
Commission approves the lowering of the
water,level'pn Lake Bistineau seven
feet, the gaLes to be opened September 2;
1975 and closed January lb, 1976,

THE CHAIRMAN: That brings us to the end
some things that I want to bring before the
in order that we can set the duck season

of August,

Now, the first thing I would like to

S0
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-~

bring to your-attentibn is a letter that I received
at the Alexandria meeting from a delegation from

Jennings. I will just read it:

"Mr. Luttrell; the Mayor of
the City of»Jennings and the Sheriff
of Jeff Davis Parish want the Commission
to call npon thém at any time during the
upcoming stage of gun range development.

"As 1t was pointed out at the
Commission meeting in Alexandria, the
development of a gun range does not have

to be exorbitant as the Jennings plan

will allow ényone to develop a highly

qualified gun range for a very low
cost output.”

This is the part that the Commission

needs to consider.

(Continuing) "We would like
for the Commission to hoid their July
or their August meeting in Jennings
and the city will make the arrangements.
This will also be the Commission's

opportunity to see the area firsthand."

B80d
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Now; gentlemen; you have ﬁeard the com-
munication. What is your pleasure?

MR. THOMPSON: -Mrf Chairman, we can run
into quite a few problems in moving our meetings
from New Orleans., It is very costly as well as
the problems of personnel; et cetera; communicationfs,
and while I am perfeétly in accord with the wish
that it would be possible, but I don't think that
it is possible unless there 1is more provocation
than presently presented.

MS. PENDLEY: It has al%eady been adver-
tised in the Louisiana Register for the August
meéting here. You have to do that two months
| ahead.

THE CHAIRMAN: This is fine. I have no
personal wishes on the matter except that I thought
it had to be brought before the Commission, and if
it is all right with the Commission; I would like
to request‘that Mr. Angelle answer the letter
for me.

Now; I have another thing to bring before

the Commission. I would like for you to pay very

close attention to this because of its content.
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In the last meeting Ms. Doris Falkenheine
‘came before this Commission and she suggested two
resolutions., We set aside the adopting or reject-
ing of these resolutions until further study could
be made. I have made .a thorough study, and as far
as I can find out with the help of our professional
staff, I would like ﬁo suggest to you that we canno
accept er ge along with the second resolution for
the following reason. |

I find that in the minutes of 1968 that
this Commission -~ not the Commission-that we have
today but the Wild Life and Fisheries Commission
--lSaid.this: No. 1, discussing the pumping plant
in Concordia Parish., 'The LouisianavWild Life and
Fisheries Comgission dees not oppose a pumping
plant and has offered to provide the land reéuired
for the location of the site."

No. 2, "The Louisiasa Wild Life and Fish-
eries Commission &oes not oppose the channel
enlargement of the lower 22 miles of Bayou Cocodrie

~Eor‘that reason; we would be going agains
our own policy if we went along with Ms. Falken-

heiner's No. 2 resolution, which if any of you care

ﬁm?] ,
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to,

I will read, but in the No. 1 resolution, I-

see no reason why the Wild Life and Fisheries Com-

mission should not adopt this resolution, as it is

good and it does help us. (Reading)

"WHEREAS, the staff of Louisiana
Wild Life and Fisheries Commission has
assisted the qups of Engineers in evai-
uating projects in the Red River backwater
area since the early 1950's;

"WHEREAS, the U. S, Wildlife
and Fisheries Service in its.1959 report
to the Cdrps of Engineers on the fish
and wildlife aspects of the Red River
backwater project; a report concurred
in by the Commission; rec&mmendgd the
purchase of 12;800 acres to replace
the wildlife habitat damaged b& the
Catahoula Diversion Canalj;

"WHEREAs; this damaged wild-
life habitat in part occupied the lands
of the Saline Wildlife Management Area,

owned in trust for the people of Louisiana

by the Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries
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Commission; - ’
"WHEREAS, Congress on October 27,

1965 authorized the Corps to purchase
12;800 acfeé as replacement of lost
habitat;

"WHEREAs; we are informed that
the proposed federal budget for 1976
does not include funds for purchase ofA
thé 12,800 acres, and |
| "THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED
that the Louisiana Wild Life and Fish-
eries‘Comhi§sioﬁ urges that the federal
budget for f976 include adequate funds
fof purchase of the 12,800 acres in
Louisiana; and

"IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that
‘the Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries
Commission solicits the support and
affirmative votes of the Louisiana -
Seﬁatorial and Congressional dele~
gation for these funds,

"Adopted on this 22nd day

of July, 1975, at New Orleaﬁs, Louisiana.
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"Signed; H. Clay Luttrell;'
Chairman; i. Burton Angelle; Director."
~ You have heard the reading of the résolu-
tion. Do I have a motion?

MR. BERRY: So move,

MR. THOMPSON: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Berry,
seconded by Mr. Thompson. Those in favor; say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed, mno.

(No regponse) |

Adopted:unanimously.

Now; ge;tlemen; did you concur in my
assumption that we could not --

‘MR, THOMPSON: It is my opinion that we
just voted not to concur in her resolution with
reference to the pump but to concur in her resolu-
tion with regard to the mitigation iands.

THE CHAIRMAN: 1 didn't state but that
is the way I would like for it to have been,

MR. THOMPSON: That was my impression of
what 1 was voting on.

THE CHAIRMAN: Is that the understanding

660,
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of the others? .Tﬁen that is fine.

‘MR, BERRY: That is the motion that I
made. | |

‘MR. JONES: And let it be known that in
1968 when the vote was taken; it was taken upon
the recommendation of our professional pebple.

MR. THOMPSON: Of what?

MR. JONES: Professional people.

MR, THOMPSON: Oh, that is correct.

MR. BERRY: 'Somedne wants to come up and
be heard.- |

THE CHAIRMAN: All right. State your
name, please, sir. |

MRf<DUDENHEFER: ‘Milton Dbudenhefer,
President of East Bank Commercial'Fishermen Asso-
ciation, First of all, I would'like to thaﬁk the
Commission for approving this three-area concept
that took plaFe at the beginning of the year,
setting dates on thé shrimping season., On the'
east side of the river we are having among our
best seasons wé had in many a year from tﬁe change
of these dates.

I am here today to ask that you give us

PGS
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another break inAextendLng fﬁe season and also
closing areas in the shallow waters where the smalﬂ
white shrimp are located. This would be the
marshes,'mainly-the Louisiana marshes, and leave
open or extend the season right on through into the
next season. That would be deep waters, %ncluding
Lake Borgne, Lake Pqﬁtchartrain, all the main
passes, ship channel and areas of that sort. We
would like an extension on thé season because
there is a large amount of brown éhrimp still in
these areas: Since the brown shrimp and the white
'season are not. in together, they are in separate
aréas, we feel that you can close some areas and

. leave other areas open, and this way give the
fishermen a chance to further catch these broﬁn
shrimp and have a much better scason,

I have spoke with Dr. St. Amant in the
beginning of the year and we talked about this and
I have talked to several biologiéts and they all
agreed with me in the past week that this possibly
could be done. This would have to be handled more
or less under an emergency situéfion.because the

white shrimp just showed up in the last week, and

5382 _ .
1@8335 HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
@acy . .



151

- so this was something that can't be plénned a long
range ahead of time. You can't set a date on some-
thing like this because the shrimp don't have no.
calendars,. I don't believe.

MR. WILLE: We can't coﬁe up with a
decision until we‘talk to D?. St. Amant about this,
though.

‘MR. JONES: Can you define the areas
that you are talking about? _

MR. DUDENHEFER: The areas that we are
asking be closed would be the Louisiana marsh;
Bayou Bienvenue;\the foremost western end of Lake
Pontchartrain, N%w this is a small area and I
don't know how you would draw a line on it, It
is actually in the sﬁamp, it is up in the swamp.

I don't know whether there are many fishing, any-
way. I don't believe it would be any problem. It
would kind of enforce itself.

.But-the areas that we are asking be open,
left open, would be Lake Borgne, Lake Pontchartrain
Chef, Rigolets Passes, the ship channel, be left
open, In other words, it would be all deep watefs.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: And you mean to go

o0
gg% HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
oy



152

right on into the white Shriﬁp season?

MR. DUDENHEFER: 'Right into the --

"DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Not closing at all -~

MR. DUDENHEFER: Not closing at all. o

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: -- except in these
particular areas.

MR. DUDENﬁEFER: Only except those par-
ticular areas.

MR, BERRY: If you can make a little
money this year, I would like to see you do it,

MR, DUDENHEFER: Weli, I tell you, on
the east side, And I am only speaking for the east
side because we are trying to manage the shrimp in
that area, and we héd a beautiful season. We had
a good size shrimp that brought a fair price and
the fishermen are having a very good year because
of this three area cbncept. |

MR. THOMPSON: You all take note of that!
We get kicked so many times. Please take note thaf
we did something right! |

'THE CHAIRMAN: 1In Doc's event, we thought
we were through with Doc and there would‘be nothing

else and I had excused him from the room. He was

960
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" that was passed by Mr. LaBleu and under certain

not just uﬁavailable; he wos working. So; now;
Doc; ouestioﬁs ﬁave come up and we need your
assistance on them, if you don' t mind

DR ST AMANT' I apologize for leaving.
I had spoken about this beforehand and then forgot
about it when I asked to leave.

Those géntiemen are asking for the open-
ing or.extension of certain portions of the area
on the east side of the river. Now we have done

this each year. We have done'if under the bill

concurrent resolutions prior to that time. We have
had no problem'wfth it in past years, and biologi-
cally the evidence indicates tha; there are soﬁe

oreas that could be fished and we are in a position
to carry this oot, but I don't know where wé’étand
undor the Administrative Act on this type of issue{
I don't know 1if it ié clear, but 1f it legally

clear and we can, I would recommend that we go.

ahead and do it as we have done in past years.

t o

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Doe, would you explaiﬁ
just what particular ‘area he is talking about’

DR. ST. AMANT:" Well, in the past what»

Sass
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‘'we have done is open parts of the ship channel.

~have a copy of how the season was set and what -

We have opened a spééified area out in the Breton
Sound area and we have also allowed some fishing
in the Rigolets, up to the I-10 bridge, and there
is a special bill that has been passed now, if you
will recall, to allow fishing in that area. So,
within the limits ofithe law, we have every right
to open it and the indication is that we could
open these areas or let them remain open, but
whether or mnot we can meet the-total points of the
Administrati;e Act, I don't know..

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: How did we advertise

it, to start with, Pie? Do you remember? Do we

language was used? |

MR. BERRY: One way to find out is to
go ahead and do it and we will know whether it 1is
right or not{

THE CHAIRMAN: I would like to suggest
this, if I may, that we could do this; that the
Commission could empower our Director and 1egai
staff to look into the ramifications and use their

judgment on it.

(]

S
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DR. ST. AMAST: We pointed out when the
original shrimp séason was set and we also pointed
out; if you will recgll; when we asked them to put
it in the Register, that we wanted the option to
either extend the season or close it toward the
end of the year. | _

' DIRECTOR ANGELLE: I think we did that,

DR. St. AMANT: Now, whether this 1is
acceptable and under that basis, I would think we
can attempt to do it. If somebody wants to éha1~
lenge us; I would say let them challenge. ~

>MR. JOMESi I make a motion, number one,
we declare an eme}gency. We have got all those
shrimp out there and the shgimpers want to catch
them and they need the money and fhey owe the bankﬂ
- and they are hungry, all those kinds of things. It
sounds to me like a real emeggency; and that we |
open the area,as‘set forth by Dr; St. Amant but we
further empower the Director with a biological
basis to close it if necessary.

'DR. ST. AMANT: Wévhave from now to the
31st to make continuing examinations and establish

the exact areas. In the event there was any changqg,.

6
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we would recommend to the Director the pfoper
procedures;

THE‘CBAIRMAN: All right, you have heard
the motion by Mr, Jones,

'MR. BERRY: Second.

THE CHAiRMAN: Seconded by Mr. Berry.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: He wants you to set
the date now., He wants to be shrimping in the
morning.

DR. ST. AMANT: Well, he is shrimping
until the 31lst, He doesn't close.‘

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: That's right.

MR. JOQES: From the 31lst to the 18th.

- MR. DUDENHEFER: We have until the 3lst
but the white shrimp are showing up now and those
areas can be closed right now, the white shrimp
areas.

MR: BERRY: If you can catch them;»go
get them.

MR. DUDENHEFER: Well, if we can protect
the white shrimp and also have ﬁhe other shrimp.

DR. ST. AMANT: The thing 1s,-there.i§

a difference here. We will have to have a iot
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" more informafion.and‘the concurrence of the indus-

try‘to closé that area down before the day on ;he
3l1st and I don't know that we have that. I agree;
as he says, it_wouldn't'hurt, and it may not hurt
to close one part of that area and leave the rest
open, but I think that for practical purfoses we
had better handle it‘this year like we have always
handled it, that we will examine.if, we will issue
an extension in those areas where we think it
ought to be extended at the proper time, and that
will be after the 31lst. |
MR, BERRY:' Call for the question,
THE CHAIRMAN: The question has been
~called for, so that will limit the debate., You
have Beard the'motfon. Those in favor, say aye.
IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed, no.
uiNﬁ response)
Unanimously carried.
(The full tex£ of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.):

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wild

P0G
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Life and Fisheries Commission had been
given the authority to extend the shrimp
seasoﬁ in Act 409 of the 1974 Louisiana
Legislative Session, - i

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the Louisiana Wild Life ana Fisheries
Commission does.hereby extend the 1975
brown shrimp season beyond July 31, 1975,
in certain areas of Zone 1, which are as
follows: The areas rémaining open yill
be all of Lake Pontchartrain except the
previously'established sanctu&ry which
is permanently closed to com@ercial
fishing. Also closed_will be Lake
Maurepas. The remaining.opened area
will be lower Lake Pontcharﬁrain south
and east of Interstate 10, Lake St.
Catherine, the Chef Menteur and Rigolets
Passes, all the open waters of Lake
Borgne, Mississippi Sound, Chandeleur
Sound and Breton Sound, and that portion

of the maréhes'of St. Bernard and Plaque-,

mines Parishes from the Mississippi

8038 .
pgg:% HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC, the complete convention service in new orleans
0%



159

River Gulf Outlet at a point from the
United Gas Company iﬁstallatioﬁ adjacent
to the Gﬁlf Outlet south and east ofAthe
double pipeline canal to its termination
on the east bank of the Mississippl Rivér}
Also open will be the Mississippli River
Gulf Outlet andAthe Gulf Intracoastal
Waterway to a point where 1t meets the
Seabrook of Inter-Harbor Canal, All of
the shallow marshes adjacent to Lake
Borgne, Mississippi Sound, and Chandeleur
Sound ahd fhe northeast bank of the
Mississippi River Gulf Outlet from the
rock jetties to the confluence of the
Gulf Intracoastal Waterway will be
closed, Also those marshes lying west
of the double pipeline in St. Bernard
and Plaquemines Parishes will be closed.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
the aforementioned area shall remain
open until Midnight August 17, 1975;
however, the bi}ector shall be given the

authority to close said area on a

o
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~of the legislature to help create the Louisiana

24—hqur notice if biological data indi-
cates or enforcement pfoblems arise.
THE CHAIRMAN: 1Is there anything else to
come before the Commission?
MR. JONES: I have one thing.
MR, BRAUD: I have something.
THE CHAIRMAN: All right. Mr. Braud
and then you, Come on up.
MR. BRAUD: Mr. Chairman, I am Francis
Braud, President of the Louisiana Wildlife Feder-
ation, and I want to take this opéortunity to
thank the Commissionlmembers, Mr. Angelle and his

staff, that worked so hard during this last session

Wild Life and Fisheries Commission as we belie§e
it should be and moved it out of the Natural
Resources Group into a separate agency of 1its own,
Louisiana Wi;dlife.Federation is grateful to the
Commission, Mr. Angelle and his staff for the help
that they gave us and the work that they have done

to have the Wild Life and Fisheries Commission in

a separate agency of its own and also to the create

the Conservation Fund again. We are grateful to

gﬁee ) : .
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much.

. 0f rifles and shotguns across the lake. Another

you and to Mr, Angelle and his staff for this
effort and I want to personally thank him because

this has been a great help to me. Thank you very

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Mr. Smith,

MR. KENNETH SMITH: Mr. Chairman, I want
to apologize. I ovérlooked the special rules and
regulations on Lake Bistineau,.

THE CHAIRMANf Come ahead.

MR. SMITH: We have special problems on
Lake Bistineau and we have about ;ix rules I would
like to run- through here,'and T believe that they

are timely. One would be to prohibit the dischargd

woqld be to allow water skiing in designated areas
only, These would be posted. Théy are safe areas
to ski and have no snags and so forth, and the
people have been epdaﬁgering themselves by -skiing
in areas that are certainly dangerous., There woulg
be no permanent ski platforms and we would set up
a time limit for which these existing strucfures
would be removed. They are becoming a problem;.

We would require that all additional piers and boa#

589 )
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hduses éxtehding,into fhe.lake wﬁuld have to be
approved by the Commission; That we would allow
the use 6f only four-inch sduare webbing'in\the
lake. That isién flag nets, gill nets and trammel
nefs. All new duck blinds would be of a floating
nature. |

We think ;ﬁat we can work this out and
we would recomﬁend its adoption. We would need
a date on which this would go into effect, and we
would need some time to post these ski areas. I
haven't discussed this particular'thing; but I .
believe maybe somewhere around the first of the
yeén may be a logical time for this to go into
effect, to gilve us time to post and mark all those
ponds out here. .

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: What would be the
penalty for anybody violating these rules?

ﬁRﬂ SMITB: We haven't worked that out
yet, Mr. Angelle.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: The next thing is
enforcement. I just wondered 1if we provided some
type of penale?

‘MR, WILLE: Burt, don't we have a pro-

(A1)
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'§1sion in the section of thé blu; book for any
kind of violations? I believe it is a catch all,
I.don't know whérelit is but I have read it. We
could éuote that section.

MR, SMITH: I might suggest I get with
‘Mr. Duffy and work this out.

'DIRECTOR AﬁGELLE: And maybe at the next
meeting we can adopt some penalty clause.

MR. SMITH: I will sure do‘that, yes, sir

THE CHAIRMAN: All right, do you recom-
mend this with a date of January 1; 1976? -

MR, SMITH: Yes, I think it is a practi-
cal date to give &s time to work., There won't be
much water skiing at that time but I think it would
be a practical date and we could work it out. |

MR, WILLE: Mr. Chairman, I will move
that we adopt the regulations as written; effective
date of January 1, 1976. |

MR. BERRY: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr, Wille,
seconded by Mr., Berry. Those in favor, say aye,

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed, no.

oeece
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(No response)
So o:dered; | _
(The full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.)
WHEREAS, intensive use by persons
boating,,swimmihg, skiing and fishing on
Lake Bistineau is creating conditions
hazardous to the users of this lake, and
WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wild
Life énd Fisheries Commissioﬁ has been
delegated administrative authority over
Lake Bistineau,
| THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED; the
following rules and regulations are
adopted and are to become effective
January 1, 1976: |
1, The discharging of rifles or
handguns into, across, or upon
Lake Bistineau is prohibited.
2, Water skiing will be allowed in
designated areas only. These

‘areas will be marked as ski

QD ) : )
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areas and are as follows:

1. Main channel as marked

2, Man-made ski road

3; ~ Hard Pond

4. Blue Pond

5. Catfish Pond

6. . Gregg.Lake

7. Shreveport Pond

8. ’Teal Slough

Ski Platforms:

No new permanent ski platforms
may be constructed., All exist-
ing structures will be removed
within one (1) calendar year.
All ski platforms wiil be of a
floating nature and will not be
permanently attacﬁed to trees
(nails, spikes, etc.)

Name and address of platform

. owner or owners will be attached

to platform for identificaﬁion
purposes. Parking of platforms

in an area does not give owner

9008
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exclusive rights to usage of this
section of the 1$ke. Platfdrms
may not be parked in a manner:
which will obstruct normal boat
traffic.
4. Piers and boat houses extending into
Lake Bistiheau will be approved by
the Louisiana Wild Life and Fish-
eries Commission prior to construction.
5. Gill Nets, Flag Nets and Trammel Nets:
Size restriction - all flag nefs, gill
nets and trammel nets must.be at
least four inch square mesh or
eight inch stre;ch.
6. Duck Blinds.
All new duck blind construction will
be of a floating nature. Attaching
bl;nds to trees using ﬁails, spikes
or any device driven into the tree
is prohibited.
MR. WILLE: Kenneth, just one more thing}
Is Peter working something out whereby we can

void all these previous regulations!

3009 -
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'Duffy;and he suggested as a way to clear up all

MR. SMITH: I discussed this with Mr.

of these old overlapping and unenforceable regu-.
lations ;hat now“exigt on Lake Bigt;negu, he thinkj
we can take blankgt action to do away with all of
the regulations which are presently on the books.,
He says they are 1egélly on the books.

MR, WILLE: Let me amend my motion and
say -- and if we get contested on this we will
have to do something about it -- let me amend my
motion and say we adopt; I move that we adopt the
regulations on Lgke Bistineau that the Commission
has made up, effe%tive January 1, and I also would

like to rescind any previous regulations pertaining

)

to Lake Bistineau prior to January 1 that would
not conflict with legislative action;

THE CHAIRMAN: Just a minute mow. Let
me get that qgaih, because we have passed this,
and I want 1£ to be --

MR. WILLE: O, K. I would like to amend
the motion to read that any regulations prior to
Januéry 1 which were written by the previous Lake

Commission ahd_the Police Jury be rescinded at

g
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. they conflict with legislative action, In other

1 redlize that we don't overpowerlthe legislature,

and Peter is going to have to check into this.

fhe time we adopt tﬁe new regﬁlatiohs; There 1is
no sense in having conflicting regulations.

MR. THOMPSON: I second.

MR. BERRY: Question,

THE CHAIRMAN: Just a second., We are
voting on én amendment -—--

MR. JONES:: New motion. Make it a new
motion,

MR. WILLE: Since we have already adopted
the regulations for Lake Bistineau effective Janu-
ary 1, I move that we rescind any.prior regulationsg
that pertain to Lake Bistineau prior to the time

that we have adopted these new regulations unless

words, 1f they have beewn adopted by the legislaturse

Any and all rggula;ions that were written by the
previous Lake Commission, the Jury and so forth be
rescinded at the time these new regulations go
intd effect, |

THE CHAIRMAN: Now; so that the record.

will be correct, let me state it this way. Mr.

BB
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Wille ha§ reduesﬁed pefmission to withdraw a pre-”
vious motion that was made and passed? Doeé the
Commission grant him that permission?

MR. WILLE: I didn't withdraw the motion,
sir.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have to withdraw the
first one if you are.going to make the second one.

MR. WILLE: I do not. I made the first
motion that we adopt them effective>January 1.
The second motion that I made is that we eliminate
all regulations prior to January 1, repeél=all.the
regulations. A

THE CHAERMAN: Reﬁeal, that is correct.
I didn't get the word "repeal"., You have heard
his motion that we repeal all regulations that
were made prior to January 1. Those in favor?
say aye. | L
| IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed, no.,

(No response)
So ordered. |
Mr. Jones has something to say.

MR. JONES: Allen is not here. I was
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~adjourn,

"would 1iké to be able to make a statement for the

[ 8

going to ask him to do it, but I wanted it to be
put in the recqrd; last time we adopted a resolﬁ;
tion asking Sea Robin Pipeline to do something
about the washout in their canal on the state wild-
lifé refuge. We met with them yesterday. The&
have agreed to put the bulkhead in. On the issue
of wﬁether they ére‘éupposed to or not supposed to
put any sand; we left it untouched, and we will
face that down the road when we see what the bulk-
heads do. . |
THE CHAIRMAN: Thank yoﬁ, Mr. Jones. .
Mrx. Thompsdn, you have something?

MR. THOMPSON: Yes, sir. TI move we

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: One thing; Mr. Jimmie,
before we adjourn, |

In talking with Ted O'Néil; head of the
Fur,Division,.I understand he is expecting a lot
of pressure from a lot of people in othexr parishes

besides Calcasieu, Vermilion and Cameron, and he

benefit of the Commission how he plans to be able

to handle ‘all this pressure. Ted, I think we

5322
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would like to recognize you if you have a word of
wisdom what you plan to do.

MR. TED O'NEIL: I don't think that I
intend to say that there won't be pressure; that
we can h#ndle everything that does come in, but
the only people Qho really understand what we are
up against with those three parishes and not the
others are the people who are in this méetiﬁg
today. All those trappers and those landowners
in those other pafishes, it will Se very difficult
to get them to understand this. I am here to say
that I know most\offéﬁem and I am going to do what:
I can fo hold thé pressure down and explain to
them, and X think the Commission, too, shouid;
.because they are going to call on you, especially
Mr. Berry. The way I understood it, we can't get
on the delisted -- we can't delist other parishes
until next year. 1Is that the way you undérstood
ic? | |

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Well, the request has
to go in and it will téke anywhere from four to
six months for their consideration, so the effeé—

tive date of delisting would not be until next

2960 . A
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year if it 1is delisted.

MR. YANCEY: We are not going to be able
‘to delist it in these other parishes until we sub-
mit.data to show that the alligator populations
have reached a level where it is justified. That
is what we did on the other three parishes and
that is the reason ﬁhéy were delisted, but while
we have got an expanding 'gator population in
these other parishes, you have got to submit proof
before you are going to get any action from them,
That is juét a hard facf. |

‘MR. BERRY: I move that we adjourn.

THE CHAIRMAN: We will adjourn.

« « « +» Thereupon, at 12:50
o'clock p.m., Tuesday, July 22,
1975, the Board meeting was

adjourned. . . .

Kathryn G. Chamberlin,
Reporter,
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